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To the Readers. 


Eaders, Thu Treatiſe # a ſtreame made up of ſeverall 
4 ings; If you will ſee the fount ains,Read Sleydan in the 
, t and tenth books, Johannes Hereſbachius, Antanius 
Sorvinus,a»d.Lambertus Hortenſins; who have written treati- 
ſes of that ſubjeft : the laſt being exalt about the troubles of the 
Low-conntries,as John Gaſtio z for thoſe of Suitzerland.Guy 
de Bres hath ſpent a great deal of good labour in deſcribing and 
_ confuting that Seft : «And ſo hath Bullinger, who hath written 


their Hiſtory, and confuted their Doftrine. Ileave out Miſlo- 
Tcius, who being 4 7eſuite, ſeekethto diſgrace the Proteſtants 
with the tenets and ations of the Anabaptiſts. Many worthy 
Divines have written againſt their herefies : The chiefeſt are 
Luther, Melanchton,Calvin,Occolampadius,Bullinger,Laua- 
terus aud Urlinus, 
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Caen. Þ 


The diſpoſition of the people that embraced Anabaptiſme* 
The Reformed Religion cleared from any ſociety with it» 


$5 ina hot Summer day, many times there 
g riſcth a great miſt with theSunne-riſing, 
=> \&@ the like comes to paſſe” at theriſfing of 
©) WP the Sun of Righteouſneſle. Since the 
| #wV0&7 daics of the Apoſtles, that Sunne never 
ſhone with more brightneſs: and vigour than in Lu- 
ther's beginnings ; bur ir ſeemeth that this very 
Rrongrh of the Sun-ſhine of the truth which diſpelled 
the darke night of Popery , raiſed the foule miſt of 
Anabaptiſme ;, which ſiniſter etfe& muſt not be aſcri- 
bed ro the nacure of the Truth, bur to the indiſpoſiti- 
on of the ſevcrall ſubjects not capable to receive it , 
for where the Goſpell mezrteth with the ornament of 
a meek and quiet ſpiric ( which .yetis the worke of 
Grace, not Nature) it firſt enlightnerh the underſtan- 
ding, and then ſweetly perſwaderh the will and war- 
meth the affections, bur meeting with weake and tur- 
bulent natures, whoſe judgement is all paſſion, ir fils 
| i them. | 
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z A ſhort Hiſtory 
them with a wild zeale,and that precious liquor turns 
into vinegar being powred into ſuch uncleane veſſels. 

This was ſcene in the common people of Germany, 
Low-countries and Switzerland , whoſe ſoules were as 
courſe as their condition, for no ſooner had Luther 
and Zuinglins began to preach thertrue reformed Go- 
ſpell, but the people made to themſelves a new Goſpel 
of cemioulteſe and rebellion, which produced ſuch 
furious effc&s, that it was like to have ſtrangled the 
rrue Goſpell in its cradle: And it ſeemed that God, 
angry at the wilfull blindnefle of the world thar 
loved darkenefle better than light , had prepared a 
worme to ſtrike chat Gourd the next day after her 
ſudden happy rifing. 

Bur God would not ſuffer the good to be overcome 
with evill, but overcame the evill with good, for A- 
nabapciſme laſted nor in his ſtrength above ten years, 
and ever fince hath beene onely buzzing in obſcure 
corners, like a waſpe that hath loft irs ſting. Whereas 
the true Reformed Religion, notwithſtamding the 
many perſecutions of the world and all the craft of 
Saran,ſeemeth to get life by her wounds, and hath gi- 
ven to the Romiſh beaſt that deadly blow, of which (I 
rruſt in God )ſhe ſhall bleed till ſhe dye, heret laters 
lethals arnndo, Wit Voie nreell DOG ofa o0 

Bur becauſe the Papiſts ſhall not aſcribe(as they uſe 
to do)thoſe fations and rebellions to the Reformari- 
on, it will be requiſite to obſerve what were the diſ- 
poſitions of the commons of High andLow Germany, 
a little before Luther began to oppoſe the Pope. 

Tritheminus Abbas Yſpergenſis, in his Chronicle. of 
the yeare 1503.relateth,that in that year aroſe a great 
ſedition of Peaſants about Bruxefes, which he calleth 
Liga Sotularia, They were fworne to theſe Articles , 

EI VASES T2 


of the Anabaytiffs, 2 
To ſhake off the yoke of all Higher Powers, and ger 
liberty by force of Armes like the SwtJers, To pull 
down all Magiſtrates, and kill all that ſhould ſtand a- 
gainſt them; To ſcize on the City of Bruxels, and in- 
yade the Marquiſat of Baden, To ſeize on all the re- 
venues of Monafteries, Churches andClergy-men;To 
ſtay no where above 24. houres, but go forward ſtill, 
till they had brought many Countries to their ſocie- 
ty; Topay no moretythes, nor Lords rents,nor tri- 
butes : Whoſoever was received into that League, 
was to ſay five times a day on his knees a Pater and an 
Ave, forthe good ſucceſle of their enterpriſe, and 
their word of cogniſance was the Yirgin Mary and 
Saint Fob the Evangeliſt. But that League went bur 
a little way, being timely ſtopr, and the Authors pur 
to death by Maximilian their Prince, Compare theſe 
Articles with thoſe of the Anabaptiſts 30.yeares after 
inthe ſame Country, you ſhall find them the ſame, 
and both varniſhed over with Religion : All the dif- 
ference was that the Sotularians kept in their old here- 
fic, and the Anabapriſts broached a new one : I hope 
the Papiſts will nor impure that ſedition to the Re- 
formation,no more than the inraged rebellions of the 
Gaxtoi againſt their Soveraignes, for both were rank 
Papiſts : The true cauſe then muſt be aſcribed to the 
mutinous humour of that Nation, which afterwards 
was made worſe by the crucll domination of the Sp«- 
niard, (o that when Reformation came, and ſhooke 
offthe yoke of Popery, the diſcontented commons 
rooke occaſion ( by wreſting and corrupting the holy 
Dodrine) to ſhake off the yoke of their hard maſters, 
and turned the ſpirituall liberty ofthe Goſpell, into 
carnall licentiouſneſle, 

The.like reaſon mult be given. for the Anabaptiſtical 
cOM- 


g Af fort Hiſtory 
commotions.in High&Germany,for in Luther's time and 
before rhe lower ſore of people were extreamely op- 
preft by the Princes, Noblemen, and Gentlemen of 
. the Empire, which madeLwther to write abour it to all 
the Princes, 4910 1525. todchort them from their in- 
finite exaRtions, and exhort them for Gods ſake and 
for their own peace and ſafery,ro uſe their ſubjects 8& 
cenants like men,not like beaſts made for the yoke and 
the (langhrer;If Anabaptiſme,bcing a dodrin of licen- 
riouſneſſe and libertinage, was readily imbraced by a 
| mulcitude that groned under a miſcrable bondage , 
none-needs to wonder. 
As for theS#itFers,their popularState,together with 
the contagion of the neighboring Germany,made way 
I: was in for that popular doctrine : 200 ycars beforethey had 
the yeare killed or czeRedall rheir Nobility, by whom they 
"375 were heavily oppreſt: And now the lower ſort of peo- 
ple being bred in an ancient hatred againſt Superiors, 
embraced that doctrine greedily , which armed the 
commons againſt cheir Magiſtrates. 
Bar it muſt be acknowledged to the praiſe of that 
State that the Ecclefiaſticall and Politicall body op- 
- poſed Anabaptiſme with great vertue and vigor,and {0 
juſtified tothe world that they were as great enemies 
ro confuſion as their forefarhers had bin to oppreſſion. 
Tocleare the Reformed Religion from that wicked 
imputation, thar it gave countenance to theſe rebelli- 
ons and new doctrines, the Anabaptifts will ſerve, for 
they hated Luther worſe thanthe Pope, and troubled 
the Evangeliques more than the Papiſts ; And when 
they would infinuate themſelves into the Reformed 
Sraces,with a ſeeming familiariry,they had but rough 
entertainment among them, Familiaris acripere hand 
femiliariter, What conferences paſt berweenthem o- | 
wW 


of the Anabaptiſte. - 7 
what paines the Reformed tooke ro confurethem,the laſting. 
Monutnents' will ſhew, which are extant'in the writings of 
Lather; Catvin, Mclancthown, —_—_— 7” Ar ns 
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wt yeare 1521 Luthey being proſcribed by Charles thes, 
petdar., was ſecretly at #5 ap ous -oE Waite, 
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ch fore tiew dotines of his own, adbers 
are man, ftirted'the people: ro pull downethiig 
ET ſeats mmntiner, - Luther for: 
10 Wittewbery -. rag murtaney— 
Knedehes ecdings of 'Caroloftadiae, -ſayi 
chough himlelfe hated Images iter 
it ought 6 have' becne done 6rderly 
< the mindyofthe'people, and x 
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=. A ſpore tiiStory... 

the wickedandrmake ancor Meorld;; 40 [theinnoceAts 

a6 pooly ſhould live and raigne{ alone ,.of which 

is was -cirher the aurhous-or-the abertour :- And 

kin he could not get that doctrine received at Witremberg,, 
where Lather was too ſtrong tor him, he left Wittemberg and. 

reſorted totheſe new brethiren;—— 

It is hard to ſay whethen Coroloftadize or one Nicholas 
Stock, was kata of Anabaptiſme. Mclanchiox ſaith 
that Nicholas 8 ethane waildfay,that God 
Gran ro nes mer Weg rhe YO his will in 

mes, promiſing him the place of the Angell Gabriel, and 
of theWodd... Heraught that the Saints muſt 


Cn the Works bathe muſt be their leader, to 

altclie Kings and! rae; rhe Worlg,.and rc HR = 

remuort | Hetcokeuppthimtorhave the gift of | 
pirirs, 


- and knowithe Ele, be. made holineſſe toc 
In little;and living bomely:and ſordidly. | 
51Jnrbearimans fobealc vanes Mveer reds 'ha.am) 
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of the Andbaptiſh = 
ly Princes and Magiſtrates;:and crefling .neowdrtesin icheiry 
1 $/ So long as he was content to-preach of drediheSands 
rhe like marters ofilefſe:-con{equence;/\ Frederick Eleftor: of; 
S4xony bore with himy but when he began/topreach ſedirionþ 
hee baniſhed him our of his dominions :::Aod; hee -havirig! 
lyen hid-ſome moms, cameo Awreaberg,and being-diiven 
rheace.alſ6, cameroH! #ibm, atowne of Thurihgis, where! 
many'of his old Diſciples when he wasar A/ftet, reloncdl to: 
himagaut, 7 2!11v 4 Eh. 2 2690; _ 10 cncene” _ 
Zuther hexting'o z writes cto:the :Magiftraces and: Se- 
nat ofthe —_— they ſhobld not harbour Mvncer,as clidy 
lovedthcir own ſafety, :detcribing /withallche maris dodtrin 
and condxjons;; andexhotcing chemegacke Awncerwhoibhad 
gives hiay/auntority{co preach; aid/it hee could hacdhew/he: 
ordinary calling, tharchew they: ſhould je tim.” The" Se 
nate of Ma{bus nceded riotmany periwaſions; for they liked 
not2rhat new-gheſt: Bur Mawncer was too quick for them, 


tor he ſo wroughtapon mugs n&thort- rhatheyp 
pur downthe Magiftrats and ſerothersin cheiepiata of their 


ownfacion.. Nat long aftet they draye the Fryars away,” 
and ſeized oh theithoutes, of which: rhe: beſt, was. given.ts 
Mwncer, who bore -hunſclfe no; as 2 racere. Proacher, 
bur as a Senatot 4 for he judged of alkehings outaf the-Bible: 
2nd Divine revelations, and whatſoever he-determined- was 
received as an" Oracle; Ly CI RIO 

all goods muſt be commoen,andall men free and ofequalidig- - 
nity:  Arraceeptable doRrin-ia thoſe perts where thc Noe 
bility and Genery.ifed their Tenants; and-V aflals like flaves, 
and oppreſtthem wirh multieude of ;:mpoſitions/ and ſervicesg 
No wondet i that new!Goſpel wonnethemeaneſt ſort,who 
proſenty. kefcoorking-yog wharchey wanted they rooke by 
that | 


open force from them that hadit. ade. 

- At the'fame time inSutvi, and Fr us Foe 
and trads(men rale up n Weks kled and raniacked great 
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| Partitry. 
paraiabeNobles, :ywoke, pillaged -afikburnt many: Forts 
ov -all intheir way like a ſudden in- 
je ;-for whenthe banks of Authority are once beaten 


ether carſtop the papapdutgt they. looſe them- 
es 


their owne confuſion, 
Fa Utiwerr then thoughtir wastime for kim to do the like,he 
-up abundance of ammunition, maketh his Magazinin 
a Covenant of Frav:5ſcans,caſterh artillery, raileth a nume- 
© rous multitude of men,the meane Pco quteating theic loome 
and their ptoughzoirurn vencurersig this holy war. 

\ His chiefe-afſociatewas Phifer, one thargave much cre- 
—— dreames wid night vifions,and among other Viſions, 
fay,\thathehad teen in his dreame a great company 
AfRatoins ſtablezandihad/driverrchem all away ; Which he 
diagh Zominand from: God:to take armes and dif- 
al the Nobilityand Gentry: This Phifer was the ſtou- 
cer of for although Moexcer was vehement in his 'Sar- 

would nortrythehazard of abat- 

_eiijridd all hbouring! Countryes were joyned with 
kim For which end he ſent diverſe letters to the diggers\of 
mynes;/ofawhichthe-Colinty of 4fansfeldis full, exhorting 
*&0 fall upon their Princes and cut. themoff, 

rhixt fo-his iy Franconia, which looked but forhis call, 
haveatrce paſſage into Thuringia 5 But Phifer impati- 
eacofidelayesrufhiectrinto the Countrey of 75feld, pillagerh 
Gaſttles/ arid Qharches, deftroyerth: many of the Nobles, 
bei s:fome of therrbound,and'returnerh with a great boos 
8% Which ſuccelſo raiſed the mindes ofthe boores,and cau- 
ON anotherdefe@ticnin the County of 24n:feld. So; Murcer 


r= an; bores rebellion was univerſal}; raketh his-journey 
k ana'is preſently ſepplyed w (wich @ company of 
F 


\22Dur/before this How: balt tould' bw by rolling; the 
—_—_— coreſes Py any 


of the Anabepviftr-- 7. —_— 
ſame 'Cotpanies of Horſe, jar Muvcer, and killeth 
Coke Sedo hecan;och which the rude- unexpericnced - 
boores were ſo terrified that they all ied away to Frankhas, 
there ro expeR a. greater ſiipply,, though, they were men 


enough,bur(as is ſcemes)Souldiers tew-or nog. This 
Skirmiſh broke the edge of cheir fury, and gaye time to Fol 


EleRor of Sax3ny ( newly come totbat dignity, by the deg 
of his brother, Frederick)and his unkle Grorge of Saxamny, Þ&t 
lip Lanegravevf Heſſe, and Henry Duke of Branſmich, to-rail 
fifteen hundred Horſe and a few companies of Infaatery: -., 
The boores were pitched upon & hill by Frankbws ,pretty 
well intrenched within their owne carts, bur very.itl armed, 
and jr loans nar The Princes, though flenderly axten- 
ded, con , and pitied together that rude-tra@pe, rand 
ſenr to offer them impunity and a generall paxdon,. it they 
would but yield the authors ofthe {edition & rerurne home: 
Bat Muncer underſtood not that Goſpel, thar one o 
dye for the nation, He fals topreaching; andexpounds that 
ſollicitation of the Prigices, as an argument-of their weak- 
neſle and fearefulneſlſe, Tels the boores- that; hee was- fent 
from God to command and lead them-1n-this aGion : + That 
their part wasto dbey:like Abrehamwho ba TAN 
ro kill his ſonne, went about it, though he wag uncertaine 
the event, That they ſhould certainly overthrow, both th 
and all other enemies of God, it being Gods: ptomile that 
the righteous ſhall waſh his foot inthe bloud' of che wicked) 
and that che recke ſhiallinhenir the earth; ThaftheſePrinses 
were but Tyrants and theeves,} ſucking the: bloyd af the 
p_—__ liveat caſe and maintaine their, pride aadewanzon- 
nefſez Thatthey maintained the Mafle,, and therefore; gde- 
ſervedto be extermined - - Fhenhe.cxhangd them: to lg-ve- 
lantinthe'Lord; and:kilt. every morhergfonge of theiran- 
anics, for'an' acceptable {acrifice unto Godz,) alluring -tham 
that God Sk 7 had pronufed am vata- 


Yo ASS Bitory\' ' 
arid 66mianded: Hime deſtroy Princes and Magiſtrates, 
ocrinhi wit ſuch Rrengelt that ſhe was/able co. turne 

' VM 6s bicke'with his cotte; Hereupon: perceiving 

#RAhSbaw'in' the Bkic\ ati _— his dyes towards: his 

| wherea Raine. bow was printed 4 Looke. tp (ſaid 

= 6 Heavenhere is for yotajoyfull:;figne of Gods favour, 

Raihe-bowthe very embleme of:our Golours, and) bee 

re elit God us that 'he-will be our Standatdbea- 

_—_— for bs himlalte, Conjerhen let's fight valiahtly 

under Gods Standard. 

'7Thatfnew piece of impoſture madea frong impreſſion in 
ſome.” Yet the Princes drawing neare with awarlike march, 
made v\ Reronget impreſſion of roy inthele rude Souldiers, 
thin ywvrerLrevelarion-8 fignes,forthePrinceswereincens 
ſed by a late cruel tredchery of awncer,who had putto death 

ainſtthe Law/of Armes and Nations, a hopetull young 
ſerteGhim to treate of agreemerir, The Princes 
begant6play with rheir' Ordnance; I tanor fay to breake 
the Rankes ofthe'Boores, for they keepe neither Ranke for 

File, and ſcaree keep:their underftanding, far.they neither 

advanced nor fted'nor pur themſelves in. defence,, bur fell a 

Rnging//TommrtyGhoſty expeRing.thac God ſhould fight 

from Hewren, according to Atrwcer'spromile > Bur 

wheth theivinw#enchmencs- of Carts. was: broken, and the 

Peimeas came tohmmdy blows,away fledall the boores, 

-$0Hhi6 bn >ſdirieanother;. butrhe moſt part ro: Franthes, 

2F&00'6ft eſlain (iFrack Ins taken the-ſame day, and 

2560 AdNTAkerPal de2v32it bt 
- Aer actougd hid as Feankbus cndiying.ota bed faig> 

jms pm mee of rhe Townthathad beer long fick 

Z for fearc did-imitate ro/the 
found zbout himtrom Aibert'of. Manſ- 
ned merneeny'h m his ſediriouscourſes, he was known 

Ln ue yet his lying Propher denied long. 


Bein | 


of the Angbbprifta;. - 211 

Be brought before Diſke" Georg” of: :Faxony, attd- the 
[T0 of Hſe, and deinanded hy he milled" ihe fie! 
ple people to (edition ; He anſwered thar he had' done no 
more thanhis dury, and that lagitinnee thar receive not the 
doArie of: 'the Geſpellmuſt: be'dealt with by ſuckwayes: 
Tlide* reaſons of his Fo; confured-by \tho Rack; where 
wheithe cryed our, Duke George told bi Thou ſuffereſ# 


now Myneey ,but think how many poore people have ſuffe- 
red by thee this day z Arwhich ins aloud-and 
ſaid;}3 by;they would haveit {o,meanirig people "loved 


to/bee' £6zened and miſled; and that nothing could wiods 
cheir hearts bur ſedition. 

Shortly afrer Phifer and other heads ofthe rebellion vere 
executed ut Aulbuc, and Muncer a while after,who ſheweda 
great deale of dejeftion and'perturbation'in'his end,” and 
could not ſo much as makeconfeffion of his Faich with 
much ado could heſpeake- gfter'theDuke of Bruzſwick who 

ealght aaa thould fay: 5 Yerwhon he was ready-t6 
ecute owledped hiverrour openty; 'ahd mals 
an-exhorration tothe Princes and Nevins fey ulecheir ſub 
je&s and vaſſals with! more” EIS which-if irhey 7 
the people would: breaks nomoreiaro-fuch-rcbaltionsand 
Jogagedy heidefiredcivewy cilFrclphocnactharbeckes :Þ 
Kings;thers ro-lexrno their 'diity /and 44 
gainſtunjuſtice and opprefion, "He was brdoadts;ant hls | 
bend letona bighpole i inthe-fichds; 7:07 5:22 vo oorme 

Atvtheancane while Zucker. berwilo the. was Jeffrey 
thy Papiſts; xs che mithog be ocoxfiph of thelt roles, was 
_— nding gooly exhortations over all Germanyy.'to cdorvitie 

to7ptace and obectience totheir! and 


amber! duffer for rigliteouſnefle!; rears Truvty 
and char 
roriideſe comdy lletenturn.o dr i Tar 3 GO 


into ehacred and obloquie, 1301-497 Zrigl 228 
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2; ifennn the canines of Surviethar ha { 26ene Up inarmes 

| beforcAfonter;; and and coarinocd fill in vbellims, been 8 

graveadmonition, that,alchough they were op- 

preſ by tlicir Princes,who therefore Gcferved to. on, a 

yet not.co them $0 doethe execution , 

m_ not the:Skrmons of every preacher, wh KAY | 
yn he) under colourof the.Galpel hath in theſe times rai- 

many. 


andbloudy-teact ers, Youare oppreſt by 
your Superiours that take youreſtates from youthey doe un- 
jyou totakechat Turiſdition from 
them which is noncobtyours:.» And: whereas they take bur 
few things from you by exaQions and to great. burdens , 
utakeall fromthen when youtake away their authortty : 
| ing Chriſt, wha-commands: us nortorefiſt eyill, 
bucco him that, Rrikerk' us; on the onecheck to rurnethe 0. 
_ ther, andict him that willtake our Coate,to take our Ghook 
alfa: :Ney,itis the = FD omen and undergo 
the Croſls, nattoare revenge mire Wit 
When Peter, would favekis Maſtcr, a laws 
Ln onec.ve not to ſtrike wich 
the Magiſtrate 
of the Masiſtrate 
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Muncer and his aſſociates bemg. puniſht, Co/d/oftadind lyjas 
nor. tarre from the like danger; for having left Piyremberg: 
where he feared. Luther, be.kepr conv-nticles.in Saxony,;aflo- 
ciating himſelfe with frantick men that: boaſted of Viſions, 
and Colloquies with 'God,;and a particular 1 pirit 77There ak 
ſo hexvrit a bitter book againſt Zuther,zand againſthisowne 
Prince,for which miſdemeanours he was ſought ro beexecu- 
ted with' Mwncer's complices; Inthat extremity hee calted 
upon Zucher's helpe, whom hee-hadiſo much grapes] and 
was ſaved by bis intercefſions |: - - . 


A ——_— I _— 
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The growth of Anabaptiſme, T be Tragical diſorders —_ 
| . at Munſter. | 
x go 
He- root'and branch of fanaticall factions {cemed thery 

to be cut-off; butrhe ſeeds remained, andbrougtit forth 
many new twigs of the ſame kinde : Preſently after Muncer; 
one of greater learning and parts, began'topreachtheſavie 
dorine at Str 4barg, and was" impriſoned for-it by thesRu- 


lers of the Cityhisname was:Melrhjor Hopwean' And: ſcafte Anre 


two yeares atter Muncer, Germany was'tultnof”; 
A new name then,bur 1 in effect. the.old» ſe&t of 'Mincer with 
ſome additions -: They-denyed theincarnation'sf EWrilt in 
the holy Virgins womb, mins and lar nbrce chi 


dren, and re-baptized/ wer y ny 
owne phe Law, nbr to rake anrOathp nor beate ave Ora! 


their ſet: They would: nacallow Ch 
Magiſtrate, and the jd} ances frog x pot om of 


tat when Theyriail 
ered caſts by = 


nc neres. roars. þ- 
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to kill all the Princes of the World; and cut off all: the un- 
godly with another {word than that: of the Spiric : They 
taught that in their Churchall were holy, that none can bee 
ſaved thar will not make his private goods common, that it 
is lawfull to have maty wives, that all learning is prophane, 
and rhat meane ignorant men arethe fitteſt ro expound Scrip- 
ture, that there muſt bee'no ordinary catling inthe Church, 
bur every one may ſpeake as hee is inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that Chriſt muſt reigne over all che World, and 
therefore all ocher Kings and Princes, and their adherenrs 
muſt bee ſlaine, * till there bee none left to reigne bur 
Chriſt; and what they taughr they went really about to. 
practiſe, 

Melchior Hopman being kept priſoner at Strasburg, and 
. his Se ſeverely repreſt by the wiſe Magiſtrate, that crew 
diſperſed it ſelfe- in Wefiphalis, Friſe Holand, and moſt. part 
of the Low Countrtys, where they got a very great party, 
yet among the common ſorr of people onely : Lambertme 
Hertenſi ms one of my Authors affirmeth confidently, that a- 
that numerous rabble of ſeditious people,. not one 
was found thatever was a Schollar, and very few that could 
reade. or write, When chey were confuted -by reaſons or 
. teſtimonies of Scripture; their anſwer was, that the Spj- 
ris; taughc.. them otherwiſe, and that the Spirit. bloweti1 
where hee liſtetb,and doth not inſpire every one... 

. Theſ© fancies: were increaſed by one George of Leyden, 
ith many. ({e-and monſtrous Additions :- The wg b 

- leduQion 
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his {edudion 10 ſhore x1 1o ſtrong; as ito deſpiſe all 
Rule, all ;anhd y veg chule _—— 
| | res; Wha determined of all cauſes, and fate 
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ofthe Anabaptiſts. Is 
the example of the [ſraclites , that rooke the ſpoyle of the 
Egyprians : Yet in theſe incurſions they made Conſcience 
ar the firſt ro enter into any Temple of thoſe that were not 
re- baptized, bur made no conſcience to lye with their wives 
as left fora prey to the godly. 6 
Thns was their preparation for the' day of Iadgemenr,' a- 
bout which they had many revelations : One of their Pro- 
phets proclaimed that wirhiachree dayes the laſt Indgement 
ſhould come 5 This made many of them to leave their 
houſes, and get up into high trees thereto <xpeR the Com- 
ming of Chriſt, buc having, expe&ted three dates faſting, 
they returned faintand weake, and met with another Iudge- 
meat at home, for the Magiſtrate inquired after the ' Au- 
ro and promoters of 'that delufiors , and puniſhed 
them. 14 | 
Ofall Cities of the Low Countries, Amſterdam was moſt 
peſtered with thar ſeR, the great concourſe and traffick -gi- 
ving them faire opportunity to reſert ro that famous place : 
wW ey are tires repreſt 'with fines and;impriſon= 
mentsand wholeſome ſeverity ,, they would diſperſe them- 
ſclves over the Country , filling all with clamour,  ſcatte- 
ing papers inthe high wayes, threatning ruine and deftru- 
Rion roallthat, would noradhereto ther, and / leave lands 
and houſes to-come out of Babylon :,' for Babylon, 'they would 
overthrow.,- and within the circuit of Babylon ,-they inclu- 
ded all _—_—_ and Civill Government , and all wealth 
and _—_ great quarrell they had with the Bby/c- 
ian | 


But the whole Workd was little enough for their ambition, 
It was their ſerious intent ro make rhemſclves maſters of the 
World, which they both profeſſed and atrempred, beginning 
their Empire at Awnfter in Weftphalia. | Wt 
Ir grieveth me to {ay tharin Manfter, truth made way'or 
erruor - For inthe yeare 1532, = Bernard Rotman came 5 
2 . 


16 A-ſbart biftery- 
S.Manrice: Church hard by Awnfter;whete hepreathed good 
doRtine angl converted many;fothat the people wonld'have' 
him admitted intp. the. Ciry.;, Which the Papiſts | fearingy 
gaychim. aſumme of Money, uponcondition-he thould go 
to ſome other place, which hee-did;: and abjenced: himfelfe 
for ſome-months,.in which time: he improved: his gifrs and 
learning, and. returned againe better furniſht ro encounter 

the adverlary..' | | \q 2391 
 \Bringreccivedar, Saint Aayricewith greater applauſe than 
before, ſome Cuizens-of thebeft:;(orrbroughe: bim into! the 
Cury; and-becauſe the Church doores-wereſhuragainſt him 
they, made him a Pulpit in the Church» yardyand ſhortly af- 
rertoldehe Papiſts,that if they would not open irthe doore of 
fome Churchgthcy would operricthemlelves. i Rotman 2 ſee- 
ing the progreſle of the Reformation,ſends to Haſſe for.fome 
helpe, and they ſent to him two Divines of 4farpmg, With 
uy eby'the ndagept coke of che _ 

te: iſs in.diſputcyand prefentedithirry: Apti- 
cles tf;Papitticalierroursto) rhe Senarey eodevivg 26-pd 
rharthep were. ddnerarytoſholy Scripture: The Sehar ſends 
tera jor —ave the»City ;\and requirerh! them rhat fince 
they bad; alvwayes profeft that theirdoGrine wo ur er 
uporcholy Wrntgthey woutdtooiw make itgood:: The Cer: 
$i -Gnding 'theeyeluextnenipedtdly:ipuriron, ' abfwered 
plainely:char jt-was.more than. chey: could. dogandthar:thiey: 
wete ſure _ hada good warns" there'mighr bo 
1 gnouapceand:errour iin-their profeſfion!: *W hereupon; the: 
Senate interdited chew ro teach the People any mbro;and:+ 
gavetheir.plades tothe now teacherstharhad. ed the 
"Ihe expaled Clergy vetirs og thei Bibopand A 
- The expulled+ Clergy: tetire-rq their Biſhopand/Prince/ 
(forthe Biſhop of Munfi2r.vDrincy ofrhe: De) iTh# thet 
a45\Count Frexcis Waldeck to whom Friderick Arch- 
biſhop of Cotenthiad lately. yeelded: the place. The Biſhop 


Pre- 
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preſently Ropsalt11te paſſagesf: Viduals to the City,/.and 
ra{erh ſomertordes: roocompeltithe Crizens to reftore all 
things in the former;Staze;7 Bur the 'Citizens by a night'en- 
terprize, rooke his beſt men; and the richeſt 'ofthe Popilh 
party1yingin 'a little Town, ':whence the Biſhop: was gone 
the day before:>\!This pavegoccaafionto aparley.anda Com 
poſition, by; chexmediationofthe Lancgrave: of Bdfe, whicr- _ 
in ir-was agreedupon, that fix'Churetes ſhould bee given to ment 54s 
the Reformed party; and'thar'the Cathedrall ſhould remain; made Feb 
a>" was before, 27 01 VY » HNTEC 20 07 b3nng7ry) gruvy 14 15 35 
Hithertoall was wel;thit edutdHaveſayd tht teyBarbefors 
the {winge ofthe. former comitotion' was well flayed,rhere 
comesto'the Town;in an 1 houre;a- peſtileat Anebaprift, 5 
Taylot of Leydewytabs Berold) 'beriey kiowne byichemame 
ob tobn of Layden! > Chis: gags to'conferte wich Mirijy 
ſters and People, aboutthte”Baptiſme” ofthildren,.-maintai- 
njng it to be unlawful! ſedacing many and fowringehonew 
Lumpofechat: Church with che Loaven'ob his :perverle':do- 
armer wirk hanior preſently afrer/him cametavery great; 
mulrirude of his fraternity, moſt of them Hellanders, Thote 
keepittg convemicles in the night; :gor wgrear:partyin' rhe 
City, and incenſed one another wick defence edftorions 
They: had withrhemn'00e Zeya Spode. obroughtapiur4 
dev Hows y Re4,inuttoihad ladene lately exocured at Wizdcbrl; fol 
preaching: A aatupriſace. an edition; *Atr: the feer :of 'thig 
Gamaliel; one maythinke whar:do@viwhe haGlearnced :: This 
man they gotto be cholen:colleaguete/ Rotwan;betorebsihes 
refee' was knowne, but: hqquade irknowne preſentiy\proacht» 
ing opealy-2gain{t the Baptifmelof chitdren, and Horde nora. 
cagerit0-oppoſt him-than 'R ormmun.c The Magiſtrares ind 
ptopleyicnotyeriiniected with rhat acw dodtime,. ferling fo 
Ce ROT WIN ATT Een ,! comnhanddd.; . 
the Porreigners'and! Soctaries:t6;gu07:owm of rhe City, Hot 
they wemt out at one gate, and came in apaine at the other; 
TITS C3 ſaying 
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ſaying that they muſt aot deſert: Gods canſe, bur doe: the 
worke which God had given themto do :- The Senat to pre- 
vent a ſedition, appointed the Evargeliques and the Anabap- 
ztiſtes ro meet ina publique Conference, and there Rotmas 
betrayed the good caule, and diſpured contrary to his prea- 
ching; -condenining che-Bapriſme; ob; children as impious 
and execrable ; Bur hee was {o 'well oppoſed by a warthy 
Divine Hermannw Baſiline, thar the Senate was ſatisfied, and 
concluded for the” Truch ,-/and: the :rteachers. Anabeptiſts 
were ſentenced to be banifht - Who when they-alleadged 
thatthey could not ſafely cravell through the Biſhops domi- 
ions, the Senate obtained a ſafe conduRt for.them, and gave 
them money. for rheir journey : Bur they being reſolved be- 
fore never.to £08 eway,lay lurking among their ſeQaties, 
whichincreaſed ſo faſt, (rhe meane people otthe Towne be- 
ing ſeduced every day, and —__ oing oy the Rs 
continually in great troopes ) that the Magiſtrates: feari 
leſt-rhe: Anabepryſtes thould . drive'the Ewangsliques out of 
cheir: Ghmches.;, kepti alt the:- Churches»: ſhut up but. 
one; © RN MPOLYY pote of & 3:2, 4 | _ 
In this diſtreſſed cafe of their Church and State, the Lane- 

rave of Heſſe ſent \them: at the. requeſt of the Senate, two 
- Divines: ,: TheedoriemeFebritine,' and: Tohannes: Meljingerm , 
But the laſt ſecing thedeplorable- face. of buſineſſes un thar 

lace, and fcaringhis owne danger, returned home , .F«- 
5 itt: tenaainbl 3 andamong fo. much contradition di{- 
charged the part of '4worthychampion'of Teſus Chrift, ill 
the4 ;/4t having gor' thie hand, tbruſted. him 
and all the Ev4nzelignes Gur ofthe City. Andrto ſer a bonnd 
rothe unlimited extravagancy af the Anabaptiſticall ſpirit, 
he compoſed a book of Commen Prayers, with the forme of 
adminiſtring) the Sacraments. aad-pertorming orher Eccle- 
fafticall dies, and-it was: publſhed by the aurhornty of the 


Senate. / 
TE There 
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There* was alſo another worthy Divine, Peter Wirtem 
who having beene filenced by the Azabepriſts, was now 
by the Senate and People allowed to preach againe : Bur hc 
was no Preacher for the new brethren, they turned him 
out of office preſently, at rhe inſtigation of Ketman, who 
foone after provoked Fabritius and his colleagues to diſpure : 
Fabritius accepted the challenge, and the Senate appointed a 
Conference, naming ſome learned and good men to be the 
umpires z But Retmar and his brethren fearing the Touch, 
began to finde exceprions and deviſe ſhifts'to avoid the dif- 
pute, whereby they loſt much credit among the people. | 
' To wipe off that ſtaine,' they tooke a more compendious 
courſe : One of them faining himſclfe ſeized with a Prophe- 
ricall ſpirit ran chrough rhe City, crying, - Repenr,” and bee 
Baptized againe, elterhe wrath of God will tall upon -you : 
This ſtirced the people, and many ran alſo with him, crying 
the ſame words : Many of the ſimpler fort were re-baptized 
for feare -of the wrath of God, and 'many morefor feare of 
the wrath of men: For this cy and running throvgh the 
{treets, ended in ranſacking the beſt houſes, and laying vio- 
lent hands on the owners. Then many thatlay hid before, 
came forth, and ruſhed into the Marker place, crying our, 
that allthat were not re-baprized muſt 'bee killed preſcntly, 
as Ungodly and Heathen 3 And ſeizing upon the Towne- 
Houſe and the weapons therein, they began ro-domineere as 
10 a conquered place, 
The Evangeliqaes on the other fide gathered themſelves in 
a place called 0verwater, and rooke many of their enemies, 
and both the fides were fortifying the places where they 
ſtood : Three dayes they ſtood thus;without doing any 
great harme oneto the other,til giving gon both ſides, 
thefellroa compoſition z That every one d ny the 
freedome of his Religion,and all ſhould go home and hve in 
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\This-tuwyle was mea the cadof. December, 1 $32. 
Bur this compoſitiqn 'g TN ut time..c0 the Anabapriſts to 
Arragtbes their party, A. Kotman and Bernard Knipperdoling, 
FF jos 38 of att Haon, ſent Jerrers tothe rownes, ot 
or ſme 143n d Vrendorpy, of whichrhe tenour 
Pies [oe Cod ſem an holy Pra her ro Munſter, who 
{pake: Fonderh,, and, ſhewed the right,way. to Salvation - 
Tharif they would leave their houl:s and. come.to. Munfter 
they (hould-ger ren times, mare then they, lefr 
at (0's -and wirh the. puicuall. wealth. get all worldly 
riches 
Theſe faire promiſes F age allthe pops of the neioh- 
bouring Townes to Mynſter, e poorelt and idleſt fort likin 
that Religion wel that makerh ali men alike and all abs 
conamon, and puts downe thoſe Lawes and Magiſtrates thar 
retained, their: licentiouſneſſe. In a ſhort time the Ciry 
pers of ſtrangers and:vagrantsthat looked upon the,Ciry 
Hand of pane where they muſt rake anew plantay- 
= i pit the.Canaanites, Attheir comming the riche 
of the.” Cbeng trighred, rhought it cheir ſafeſt cour! 
tarcly: and quietly ro-glye thenr place, and without noiſe 
withdrew.theinlelyes 5.908 of the City. 
'Tie. Anabapt eing. themſclyes ſtrong, .ran, to Saunt. 
Man ace- Church Lett ed it wich all the houtes abour i it, ptl- 
laged all che Churches; defaced rhe Cathedrall, depopula- 
ed the Convents, and Colledges, and burnt a faire oreat Li- 


Ro the. Fryers;, And for the finall exploit 
Sr e Evengeli ies our oftheCiry,bur ſome few( waom 
miſtook for nao) cp ng, Ger yee hence all yee 


ws epeyonis [lallbeſlaige, And wich ſuch a violence 
bey;puys. SHE) Ol that ſong women RR with child wile, 


ar as ils. FLES/ 10! 
tche arieved, Citizens { tered Jie 
prſecuuon, or ein turned our bare-by the Anab is, 
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they were taken by the Biſhop, who the day before haden- 
camped beforethe City. and by him, uſed azanemigs: forme 
wenein danger $0 haveloſttheir rods zothewnnky Dine 
Peter Wirtem,nwbo was ſaved by the mediation oftheLant- 
raveof Heſſen. This forced ey 
be Siex, though there was little non 
ſtay in the frying-pan, or leaping into th : 
-6dW: the Anchaptiſts bemg Maſters of the Li, | 


began to ordertheir act State, thor Were cnc- 
4Jes t0' all ity and uders Yet Na- 
tureic felfe forced them to cleft ſame retro ey 
Tok, andy mo Srararver Alemen, the be: 
brok, and twenty twoScnatarsor 
Civill power. The 
gion, under whichnamet cdChmch.andCom- 
pk for all 3d rm, bro ithi 
-0oMm Religion an | 
Prophet faidtobe revealed untoknm, 

The moſt ras ors ok ri a 


Bakerof Harlew, who was in 
Aunſter,that made lawesand — 
ſure: By him wasthe forelaid. o 

jun& was Jobs of Leyden thenext may Hae 
By arevelation of Job ng an-order wap ns 
paine of death, that all 'the 'Htbver and moveable 


of Nh alny Townſhould be' ca RR, 
a Pablaqu order was 
obeyed, more for mw then canſctence;for two maidsPÞPro> 


phetefies tookeupon them tofmdaut theifraud, and rhe. 
veralichouſes were ſearched by:a Deacons To that-common 
Eg allthe goed u thehduneageeriven 
out ofthe City, .- * 

| Witdithar aSinon ſiockrhity kept ſoure grancodivatics 
i the foure quarters ofthe Towne, ' where all fod incoms 
Don, none being allowed to dyet at | home, unleſſe he were 
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- ſick : Plenty of proviſion they had, and they husbanded it 
| veryilfelingever day till the Biſhop that beſteged them, 
:began tocut off their victuals, and then they ſtinted them-- 
ſelves, but with too large a ſtint, which was to have change 
of meate every third day, one day freſh meate, the other 
day hung meate, and bacon, and the third day milk, but- 
terand cheeſe. | 
© "Tread ob nogreat feates of armes in this ſiege, Once onley 
the Biſhop received a notable repulſe by 1ohn Matthias,who 
wasa Generall as well as a Prophet; With ealie labour hee 
-had ſo fortified the Towne, which is moſt ſtrong by Nature 
thathe had made it mpregnable, ſothat the Biſhop deſpai- 
ring to take itby force, went abouttotake it by famine. In- 
deed thenegli of the befiegers and the ſecurity of the 
befieged ., are the-: onely things remarkable in this 


TheProphetsthen eting the Biſhop converted their 
care to-the: ſpirituall p.m and commanded that 
naneſhould-keepany booke but Scripture:So all the bookes 
that could be found, but Bibles, were brought toa publique 
| nr OS WUTTET'E 2-41 

rORt.CXEct zfbookes they fell ro executing of perſons; 
| q ag 2blick ſmith, ſecing 7obnr Matthias paſle 
nyt ere goeth.a thitten Prophet; For this offence he 
wks broughttothe tonand condemned todeath: 
Toby Matthias [would himſetfe be the 'executioner, and 
wounded him: witha Halberd; the wound being not mor- 
tal;hebringshimto' another place and thootes him tho- 
raw:/with a piſtoll, then taking compaſſonon him, hee par- 
dons him; faying, that God was appeaſed towards him, and 
that lie bad a revelation that the manſhouldnot'dye of this, 
yet the poore man dyed a few dayes after. . | 
-'Fo make amends for his' falſe propbeſie, He runsm a mad 
mand oyer all the City, bearivga Pike, crying, that my 
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the Father had commanded himtodrive the enemy backe 
from the City,and ſo ruſhedaloneinto the enemies campe, 
without feareand wit, and was there killed. 
| Jobn Matthias being dead, John of Leyden comforteth the 
people, ſaying, that he knew long before by revelation that 
Matthias was to dyethatdeath,and that himſelfſhould 
marry his wife , as he did ſhortly after, hehad one 
before,but this was one of (i beayty, tomake a 
luſty yqung Prophet to ſet upthedoQrmeofP '' 
hee fel to other worke before hee ſtirred _that paint, ' 
Knipperdolling came out with a'revelation , that they that 


were.in high places ſhould be tdowntothelowelt, 
that were in the loweſt, raiſed tothe higheſt. But Jobrs 
of Leyden met him in his own kind with another revelation, | 


that lince it was Gods pleaſure that thoſe that were in the 
higheſt places ſhould be brought dojyn tothe loweſt;he was 
ſent from God to put him downe from the place af Canſull, 
and make him the Hang-man, andto that purpoſe hee gave; 
him from God the ſword of juſtice. ; 
But there was neede of morerevelations for that great 
_ of RE mann Jobn - wm _ 
led by his,propher irit upon the City walls, where he 
put off his cloths, and ran naked through the _ crying, . 
The Kine of Sion is come,the King of Sion is come. Then retur- 
ning home, he fals into a deep prophetical ſleep, and dreams 
three days and three nights together : Being awaked , hee 
comes forth and ſpeaketh never a word, butcalleth by fignes 
fora table-booke , like Zachariah. There hee ſers downe 
twelvemen, all coblers, tinkers, ſmiths, and meane tradef- 
men, but one that wasa Deagnnen of Munſter ; by theſe he 
afſigneth tae governement of the Common-wealth, putting 
down the ro ſet up by John Matthias, and affirming that 
this was the Fathers good will. In that _ alſo he wtiteth 


ſomeconcluſions, 'which he chargeth thgpreachers to teach 
| D 2 the 
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thepeople; Or cliche woutdbaverhem ratified bythe Con- 
without the: Preachers: The fowme of all was,” 
that a man 1snot o one wife, bur that hee way'mar 
as: many a3; hee} h. And when 'moſt of hisDoGors 
wonldnotipprove ofthat monſtrous paradoxe, hee:cnethy 
them before hi rwelve Magiſtrates , and there he recovered 
Ornhonpa: keepmyg a great chmour, throwing down his 
uparthe grom,and thenew Teftament upon. them, 
ne aber holy book; therthe dodrker which hs 
aasrevenled unto him from 'Heaven ;: wr 
then ti rhey confented not tothisdo@rm, 
CA ee i, fromthem. To reſtifie his 
SOS power, kcomminded thefirt pp. 
new: Goſpdbto!bee beheaded whicly was done 
Feder dies was preaching converting 
roftruwony»forthe confirmation ofthat opinion; ' Bri the 
jon/was his practiſe, for prefently hemarryed: 
| wr wives, oneof which was the relic of thar 
Joher Mutthizs ; whom ſhewas with chil is. mar- 
Ley ger war till he had fifeteene wives, Many fol- 
his cxample anitit began co be x mater of great praife 
matic ng 
- This enert to have bee his firft moriveto breach that 
dotrme ; A Souldierof the Biſhops that had 
& was harbourcd/where John of Leyden lay, obſerved int 
SR Ry ly Propher left his bed, " and wend whnd 
wy; eden ſecimg himfelfe, difeovered.jn-the 
the Soutthier aBe; and gavehim-gold, deft- 
phoned eounſe}:Bur: after Sſtruſtin Soul 
SM ought it fafer ro countenance the fat by # 
quededtirine. | 
"Þhisdodtrine then was readify embraced by thoſe whoſe 
> oat Ws wasaptefito conſult with wi and blood; 
None 


of the Arab iptiſts 2& 
None refratnitg himſzIfe from lltiptication fires” for 
waritorcovetonfneſfe, ' for their wives wete Ve upon the 
cqmmon ſtock. Neitherdid they keep any tage of order or 
anyfhew of modeſty intliafe marriages}, for preſently after 
the recerving of that Law,the brethren ran tothe hanſomeſt 
eh e Cit City, ftriving who ſhould be ſerved fiſt, and 
phe he bob ratly forme ofcontras fo that Yaghin 
$not one woman car 

ct: of theCity that yet had ſab forks nt ua 
Serene d ered with this diforge) roa- 
foute tyrann ed Mean of 
pi of Leydem Pa dn ling and Pope wck 

comming to the eares of the frantick WG pee 

madethe' number, they took a NY reſcued 
Prophets; and. killed fifty of their adver = 
if cold b and with ſeverall kindes of, ES eryQnies, 
Toh of Ley den encoura gthe murtherers ing, that 

hethar woald do God ſervice ſhould givethe firſt owe ; 
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Chap. I'V. 


Continuation gh the Si Siege of M eAongery The reigneof © 
as af Leyden, The taking Munſter, the 


deſerved Deiſbment oft the Rebels. 


7 Hile they were thus wiving and ftrivingin er, 
. the hide, had faire play , if he could In ak 
Jed the occaſion, . Some weakeattempts hemade, with ill 
fucceſſe, and having till then born the charges ofthe warre 
alone, hee was afterwards afſiſted with menand money b 
Herman Arch-biſhop of Colen,and John Prince of Clever, _ 
D 


3 a 
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asked fuccour ofall the Cities, of the Rhyre,about which de- 
mand there wasa meeting appointed to be held at Coblents,, 
Decemb. 1 3.1534- 

This long delay gave time to Job of Leydento projett 
new defignes; He declared that the Spirit of Prophecy was 
retired from him, and repoſed upon Jobx Tuſcocurer a Gold. 
ſmith of Warendorp _Andthisnew Prophet having; called: 
the tioh together, declared thatit wasthe will of 
the Heavenly Fathe:, that John of Leyden ſhould be King of 
the Univerle ; And that with mighty Armies hee ſhould 
kill all Kingan Princes, - and deſtroy all the Ik her an. 

Ve; le thatlover, righ econſnelſs; an hee mult. 
26,of is K ck ns AR _ the time. ; 
| har he nu deliver the Kingdometo his Father; And 
hit wg the un godly Lon: killed, T godly ſhould reigne in 
| n= hm; ohn of Leyden fel on bis koervand 
gba op ovprg to heaven, ſaid, Men and brethr« 
knew Jong go, but! would not reveale Mt 
hath made He of Procter to beare witneſle to that truth. 
Then ſaid T#ſcothirtr againe, Thus faith the Lord, As T ſet 
_ tobeKing in 7ſrae/, and after him David taken fromthe 
ſhecp-fold, ſo have ſet Jobn Becold my Prophet tobe King 
in $:0on;:And when the Senat refuſed x4 prophecy,thePro- 
phet refuſed the Senat, and appealed tothe Congregation, 
ſaying, give care [rac], 'Thou ſhalt abrogateth Magiltrats, 
and put down thy Preachers, and inſtead ofthemeſtabliſh 
12. {imple men. Who t aiylearning : ; them thou ſhalt com- 
mand that they rtad my word unto my people, and without 


any help but my ſpirit, expound it, into them will Lpoure. 
the ſpirit of wiſedome and underſtanding. Then giving./a 


{wo dto John of Leyden, And othce (faith he) Father Be + 


cold, the Father giveth this ſword, and calleth'thee not only 
ro be King) in Sion , bur over all the World, and to extend 
ge Empire unto the ends of the earth, 
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"of the anabaptiſts. NTT: 
This oracle was followed with great {houtings andaccla- 
mations of the people, crying, God ſave the King, and pre- 
ſently he was brought to Saint Lamberts Church-yard,- and 
there agaimeproclaimed King. Fo 
' There thenew King created foure Counſellors of State, 
the chiefe whereof was one Gerard,a Book-binder, one Tal- 
beck he made Lord Steward of his houſhould,Girerd Kip- 
penbrok, Treaſurer of his plate and jewels, Kzipperdolling 
Governour of the City, and appointed twelve: Archers,of 
his Guard. | | 
This Taylor King patty made uſe of hjs ſkill tomake 
himſelfe fine in cloaths. He traniſfted the copes and carpets 
of the Churches and convents, into dublets and ; 5s 
arid clogkes, which ſet off his Majeſty all ingold and filver. 
His horſes wore a ſuitable livery, richly harnefſed with gol- 
den and filver ſaddles and footcloths; he had great change of 
rich apparell,in which he appeared abroad, having his chiefe 
Officers and Counſellours riding before him in great State; 
Next to him rid two young men richly attired,the one car- 
inganaked ſword. with a golden hilt, ſet with precious 
Rrinmaabeceher carried a Bible and a triple Crowne of gold 
of exquiſitework,plittering with diamonds. Himſelfe wore 
a great chaine of pold about his neck, likea Collerof ſome: 
noble Order, with a golden Globe having a golden Sword 
thorough it, hanging at the chaine, with this 2f»tto- about 
the Globe, Rex Istitie hujus Mindi, the King of Righte- 
ouſneſſe of this World. Afﬀter him followed yo. 
no Ape with _ Kanrgpoe oripogts of aſh-colbur and 
e-green, white caps, and golden rings in every finger, 
makeing the afh colour an embleme of nico. = 
graſp of regeneration, the white caps of in 
the rings of charity: but among theſc Prophetica 
iddles, hee ordered his Court with ſo much State, and fo - 
diſpoſed his officers, that ifhe had beena King borne, hee 


, TOE om, - 
—_ 
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could have doneitno better; Somuch all ye acregigriee 
acknowledge 

In that Re Il array hee ſhewed himſdfe. threes 
weekem Lf and went up toabigh Thropeſetup Ih 
great | mr om: mcg Vnder him fate Knipperdolhing Gower- 

e Citty, and lower, his four great Counſellours of 

State. Tnthat Court he judged of all controverſies, moſt of 
which were about divorces, for by .his new erders any gan 
that was wearyof His wife might take ano Gang 2s HA 
moreas he liſted; which could not but mult 

ive worketo the new King, and. his ens and 

Tn that Court Kr; rerdeths would evercame ; ih 

Gas el elleprapre Once he fe [flatts the 96h 
4 and feetyhe;went toſeveral Bo 
Aﬀer and blowing them in the mouth, ſaid, The 
hon Ba thee, receive the holy Ghol bAnoficr 
—_— a dancinp ſayin SoTdance onceymi 


haff6t/ ard h Sethe) caven {Father bath: ama > x4 
pore oe = rl the Sh dryagtey: Another t 
before*the Ring catne, he fat in his chaire of ZE 
thereP edthat heſhould dy ear pep. wat 
| thien'the ©) Sof the blinde houldberopen 
cormmll him that theſpirits 0 [AE 
be unto the Prophets, forhe lin, ial 
mn en to thela yleforthree da 
ThivTolly Taylor having thy & ſtitched: paKingdome 
WW nes leeway careto N thorow itch wi For 
thit ti&te wasneed of ſupply to remove the Biſhop AE, hin- 
dered his worke; And becauſe all ſhould be doneinaPro- 
pheticall Wee wiſcocurer,his yep ene agent,came comanſoelr it 
wy 1s intrhent E as he was w his 
Mich onda "diary Nets es mg 
| fohn \theGolpell niuſtbs e renued ut Lon Tha 


of the Anabaptiſts. - 4." 
the Lord God,go and ſay tothe King of $70, that he prepare 
my holy Supper in the Church-yard of the great 
and that hee chuſe Teachers of my word, to ſend intothe 
foure Quarters of the world, to teach all men the waiesof 
righteouſneſle, and bring them by the ſpirit of their mouth, 
into my Sheepfold: ſoa publike Communion was celebra- 
ted, but they it a full meale; A great feaſtit was,both 
for the perſons;$ the meat, for they wereabove fourerhou.. 
ſand men,and had three courſes: But betweene theſe courſes 
there was a fovile entercourſe, for the Kingaccuſed aman of 
Treaſon, and cut off his head with his owne hand andretur- 
hed merry to ſupper; Then with his bloody hand hetooke 
upon him to adminiſter the body and blood of Chriſt)-affi- 
ſted with the Queene(ſomtime Tohn Matthias his wife)whe 
then did the office ofthe Miniſter or Deacon, &admimiſtred 
the Communion, -the like did the principall officers of the 
ſtate, ſaymg,takethis and announce the Lordsdeathy 
:' Aker ſupper the King asked the whole Congregation, 
whether they were all heartily diſpoſed to doe Gods: Will, 
and to ſuffer and dye for the faith, to which the people an- 
ſwered with one voycethat they wereall in thatmindz then 
Twiſcocurer aroſe and faid; thus faith the Lord, chiiſeeten + 
among my people, to ſend into the foure quarters'pf the 
world,todo wonders among the nations, 8 publiſh wy 
wonderous things a he ſtrange people ; then he reada 
note of the names of thoſe whom had: choſen forthar 
tion, of whom himſelfe was one; they were 26, ( 8leydan 
ſaith two more) 7.were ſent to 0ſ2:burge. lix to Cocſweld, five 
toWarendoyp,cight to Suzat; TothemtheKing gave certatn 
ices of Gold, with this inſcription,on-the' one tide, wot. 4 
one be borne by water and by the Spirit he cannotenter.into't 
Kinedome of Heaven. On the other fide, The Word-ywas made 
fleſone God,one faith,one baptiſme. They were to preſet that 
coyne to. every Towne wheretheir doctrine was not rece- 


E ved, 
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He yeitthcrefora Teſtimony againſtthem. 

new-A poſtles wept ivtothe Cares wherethey were 
ſet, crying in the ſtreets that the peopleſhan}d repent, and 
bv rct>+ pn rogyonmagensh periſh. With thax 


having rated atumu] apprebended and 
ts, wm they ſpreed ; 


caartnercy 
tbrew their Coyne upgn #,/aying thas 
werent iy nred > oft Fe way if 
would leave that Coyne as 
of —_ againſttheir whgnaefelneſle, and 
i rye ep rey x foreold 
Crier worpenerrenh W Gould follow ri 
which God would woeke by their and when hehad 
maderighteouſneſic to. oves all the world, thatthen 
be ſhould give up the unto his Fathex, 
by the: dojeſate, firſt with faize 
words, tortures, about their faith, theirgonverſa- 
tion; 8 rho fatcfche Citty of Mtunſter,they anſwered that 
natwin the world but they, bad thetrue Dofrite, which 
werereadytoſcalewiththeir blood: that lnce el 
«rayyre— warner God had not. becp 


fete ſhall indric he ca GE inthe <= 
__ on priinsta the 7ſraelites 
| bro. oe Wes; ;That they 
| ono wives,upon codition they ſhould 
We wi them all eill they were with child, and whendne 
a they might take anew one. in her oo 
t 
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That they held women at twelve yeares ofage, to be fit for 
husbands. That they put away barren women, or paſt child- 
Gear, and committed them to curatours, as doing good 
rno 

As for the proviſi on of the Towne,they ſaid that S. James 
Church wasall fullof maule. That they had barly for two 
yeares,and matry thouſand quarters of meale, and great ftore 
of re AR SRO wer monomer to ea. 
cathet m Ainnſter They catiſdanitly affirmed 
ths their King expeQed a great army out of HoYand and 
Frize,which as ſoone 5 it was come, he would begins his ex- 
pedition to ſabeiue the world, 8 kill all Kingy for theit per- 

verſeadminiſtration of juſtice, and that they knew by teve. 
lation that their King of 8/92, would _— y be King of the 
whole earth. They perfiſted in denying all Majeſtrate but 
their own King, for which they were put - $6018 
mies of all tawes and order, afd bratids of {Edition :; and 
there was an end of that Apoſtleſhip, tha that ſhould ting 
a ome of rebellion over all feworld. | 
——_— in 0Fober.1534,at Whichtime, Arwe 
ES bethort of viduals: this occaſioned a plot 
Townto a9 rake the King, ine en rt 
was diſcovered to King Grid 

» not Eto tacks the Authors known, 


the Town and himfelfeto twelve truſty bo Aran = 
ns in the aro nem ID 


aid to row roy par tack £05 by = 

Eraſer amb, = 
= CES hoon 
tookea courſe for the —— SO the ſkfe Grin 
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_ wilderneſle, and bring them to Canaan, that is, to Munſter 
eg % $ 4 y N Put 


10g of the Towne, and ſent letters to the people of Munſter 
to repreſent them theirfault, and their danger, and that if 
hey did. not ſubmit to therrnaturall Prince, they ſhould 
draw all the forces ofthe Empire upon them : This was a- 
bout theend of Deceavber, i 534. 

, They anſwered many words in commendation of their 
holy ſe, yet nothing to the purpoſe, and ſent private 
letters beſides tothe-Lantgrave 0 Heſſezto perſwade him to 
<i/preen i them, for the killing of all t 

t 


he wicked, andeſta- 
| of the righteous in the World, and 
they ſent him a booke of that argument, whoſetitle was, De 

:tutione, the Lantgrave cauledit to beeanſwered by his 


. | ;Fadraw towards thelaſt Acts of that wild King,among 
the Prophetsthat were taken, one called Henry Hilverſum 
was ſaved by the Biſhop, who after ſome private conference 
with him; lethim goe 3 And hereturning to Munſter, ſaid, 
thatGod had dehyered him out of priſon by an Angell like 
Peter, and had fent him'to announce tothe King that he had 
giverhim three rich Cities, Amfterdaw,Deventer,and Weſel, 
which ſhould ſhortly embrace bis party: The King gladl y 
Secewved Hiluerſam,and made him one of his Court,and pre- 
ſ{eatlyci{patched one Taxes of Kemp to Anſls rdam,to bring 
that City to his obedience, which he was like to have done, 
having by his ſeditious doctrine ſtirred the maſt part of the 

leggainl(t; the: Magiſtrate, but that the Count of Hoch- 
rat; Goremour of Holland, opppled them. with great wiſ- 


- domeand with a high hand. 


' 1;Sooneafter Johp of Lexden, hearing a report that many of 
his ſeQ in-Hollaxd,and Frize, were wandring in great tFOOPS 
likeſheep having no ſhepheard, ſent th& one Tohn Giles that 
hadſome skill in war,with a great ſumme ofmony,charging 
him that like another 24oſes, he would be their leader in the 
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But when much time paſt, arid he heard nothing gf thoſe 
wandring 1/raelites, nor of their Moſes, helent the Prophet 
Hewry Hiſverſum, and one Toh Nortell into Holand, and 
Frize, to haſten them, or raiſe thew troopes. = 

For that expedition he had loaden Hinry Hilverſum with 
fomuch Gold that he could ſcarce goe, wherefore heewent 
no further than the Biſhops campe; where hee ſtayed. br 

Nortel! went as farreas Deventer, arid ſoone after retutned 
without cffett. Hilverſim writa ſenfible letter tothe people 
of Munſter, wherein he acknowledged that his former Pro- 
pheſies were impoſtures, and exhorted them to open their 
eyes to ſeehow they were deluded by a company of raſeals; 
_ = as led, _—_— ir cy all Lawes = pu- 

city 2 and what r they were in, of a tii- 

ſerablediſtruttion. Mis 

Theſe letters moved the hearts of many that already were 
weary of that life, for their pulike ordinary grew ſhort,and 
was reducedto onemeale a day, & a ſhort one, wheretheir 
community of goods was violated , for every one had his 
bread by weight : But while they faſted-in the Town, they 
feaſted 1n the Court, for the King fared famptuouſlytorhe 
very laſt; :Which one of his wives dilliking. faid once, that 
t not that ſuch a courſe was pleaſant to God,that 


ſhe 
inthe publike miſery, while ſome pined for hu others 
ſhould! ſurfet with pleney. The King being told of ir brought 
her to the market place with his other wives, mad 
kneele down, 8 cut off her head, then'made his other wives 
to ling and give praiſes for ittotheir heavenly father. Then 
he led a OT yore all the poyeeen Any and 
rejoyce with him, th the poorepeople had no 
keare to dance, being fol with diindy and faſt only: - 9 
At the ſame time two young merrof the Town, weary of 
that fare, were taken ranning away,and brought back'unto 
the King, who killed them both with his own band. And to 
F.3-. appeaſe 
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a ſethe people, of whom man _—_ tof their 
punt, Foes 77 Henley agal againſt him po e made them: a fine 
ſpeech, ying that he w never have thought 

being born again by anew Baptiſme would tw fn 
foimpatientinther ſufferings for Gods cauſe, whereas the 
ſbould have followed Pauls m———_—_— anger naked 
nefle and cold, toattaine- to the haven of alvation. That 
God was! powerfull enough to ſend them Manuaand quailes 
7 ng That hehad' great troopes' in Hollird be Frize 
that would certaialy cone with great proviſion of victuall, 
&beatetheenemy T hat God bad revealed unto him, 
thatatEaſter -_ ſhoultt be delivered for certain. | 
pl mn na rec ory ac madehie en 

" in £15 greate 
Cow hernia often eg Mary on her Nan 

royally attired and attended.and ſhe became that x Ve- 
ry wolforth was of an cxquifite beawry; Hime! 
; pontpe,formhereas: the Biblewas 
—_— pgs bimat- his right band, and a naked fword'on 
theleft, be transferred the ſword totheri t hand, of which 
he gavethis reaſon, that the Goſpel] had been pail 
codelioprholerae hd rejected he Golnll Wichforh 
= t t (>) 

Ly 1 rpg cnmputr prints: vapt Berne ban 
peoplegmich like the Lydies”, that invented games to 
away their bunger in a earcoffamine, 

Well, no help came;this put own 
Kibg to his plutges;be ſhut bimſelfe up, faining tobe! Ty 

For ſize dayes, them he came forth and ſaid tothe peo 
thatin bis ſicknele God had ſet him wpona blinde Afle Ne and 
laid upog him the ſnnes of the whole multirude , where 
by they werealt made cleanc and free from their fins, and 
thatthis was'thedeliverance which God had promiſed them 
at Eaftcr. Sure if.evertherewas a falſe Chriſt, this yas one, 


Much  . 
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Much did he rely upoh thenegotiation of 7v: Geler whom 
he dayly expected, beleeving as it was true; that hehad a 

rty m' Holland and Frize : And indeed Geles did all 

it the wit of man could doto raiſe troopes for his Kinp in 
thoſe Countries, which he pur all in combuſtion, as we thall 
hearein the following Chapter.Biut he was killed ma tumult 
which ht had raifed in Azſterdam, and ſome troopes of his 
confederates that were coming to relieve Munftcr, were 
defeated m Frize at Bolſwerd: 

This poore Lord of miſrule, hearing thoſe ill newes caſt 
of8ali-hope,and could no more put a face to hisdeſpe- 
: » ſs Snort oy ant the bin Eiever Was 

©, , dogs, and cats, Were cor d, the 
Faſſe and! the very rootes were pickt out of the und-and 
kw 3m llicited by _—_ the oh pe OE by 

ir own extremity, were taking counfell totake , 
anddehiver him avg > 
tremity the King commands the gates to be ſcropen, and 
thatas many as would ſhould go forth:So'in one day a thou- 
fand of all apes, and ſexes went out ofthe Town,and yielded 
tothemercy of the Prince, who mildly received them, fed 
them ;and1et them go. 

Afew dayes after, famine increafingin the Towne, the 
I—_—_ thatas many as wanted faith in Gods 
hel voyd the Town, ſaying with all, that thoſe that 
ſhould forſake the faith, ſhould be forſaken of God: Many 
were fo blindly zealous, that this ſpeech ſtayd them, and 
they choferather to periſh in the Town,than feem to forlak 
the faithzyet many weary to feed upon ſtarved mice, and 
broyled ſhoes, and' lean' Propheſfies, *harkened to gaod 
counſel) & tooke the fifety that was offeredthem. Antonius. 
Corvinus a Lutheran Divine writes, that he hath feen books 
whoſe covering waseaten inthe famine, and that when the 
town was taken, children halfe eatenFere found in _— * 
Y et 


.to buy their peace. In that ex- 
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Yetinthat generall famine, the King bad fixe moneths pro- 
viſion ah os Fu ta good tabletothe very laſt. .. © 
\\ They bad out {o.long, but that the Princesmet / 
at Coblents, could not. agree about the contribution, and ſo 
the ſiege went but {lowly on;butthe Emperour madethem 
meet ; EN at Wormes in _ bra fifty thouſandcrowns 
a mon granted to — five moneths, and-it 
- was reckon dthac af after thet an4y* Towne,the innocent 
people ſhould be ſpared, = Dat allt he good! Citizens that- 
werecome out, or kept imby force, ſhould have reſtitution 
of all their 7087 By order ofthe Princes the Army.wasde- 
livered to; 8berſtepne,who becauſe the pay was Now; which 
made the ers diſcontent and, mittinbus, could Yoeno 
great 
a tr "th towne was taken in June, i 535. Tre En- 
a vegpofeightcen mogeths.]t-was neither yickdednor 


k Ek ks the mae ofrw thief out of 
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Ealdo the walles,killed the watches, — put thenext Court 

of 1 Soardroghe theſword. The noyſeof i it; may 7 roger 
ix whoby reaſon of their light ſu r, bad but a bg 
lleepe. They had-time to make a ſtong 'barrdcado. inthe 
market place, and fought valiantly a long time, : puttipg the 
Piſhops Sq uldiers to the worletill they broke openone of 
the towne gates, & let inmore men. The towneſmen ei 
themſelves. opp reſt with number,craved'quarter,and had it; 
Put the King Iſted to the laſt, m S.Lamberts Church. yard 
and was wit much adotaken, with Kaip perdollongeFotmen 
would nc JO Ws Nainein theconflict. 

The Bi wie EF into the Citythe next day with fifteen 
bund d brought out the {| poyle of the town from 
the ſouldiers ; "The Citizens that had yielded were ſpared; 

butthe fierce Anabaptifts that could never beetamed, and 
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lay hid in ſeverall holes, werefought out and kilted , ſome 
ſouldiers having made bold with the handſomeſt women, 
were poyſoned with them , and found dead in their beds. 
T his cauſed the death of many women,revenge being as hor 
as luſt was before. : the fairy Queencither- eſcaped orwas 
killed, for it was not known what became of her. | 

The King, and no King, was ſent priſoner to a Caſtle forir 
miles from Munſter. He went thither ſomewhat faſter then 
he would, being tycd to the tail of a golloping horſe,where- 
by his Majeſty was no little diſcompoſed , Knipperdalling, 
and Krechting another. Prophet, were ſent priſones to Horſt- 
mar, ſoon after, all three were brought to Telget ; where the 
Biſhop asked 1ohp of Leyden, by what authority be had made 
himſelfe King over his City and his people : Tohnof Leyden 
asked him again, who had given him any right or authority 
over that people; the Biſhop anſwered that he came to it by 
eleQion of the Chapter aud the people, and T aid oh» of 
Leyden) camein by the will and calling of God. 

Two Lutheran: Divines;. Corvinzs, and Kymens were ſent 
to confer with 1ohn of Leyden,and Knipperdulling : they made 
the firſt ro abjure many of his errors, and found him tracta- 
ble enough, and one that heard reaſon : But Knipperdulling 
like a mad beaſt, would neither heare nor anſwer reaſon, bur 
ſtood only upon revelations, and a particular ſpirit : Of him 
lohn of Leyden complained much; ſaying,that he played the 
Pope and would affirm, that he had the ſame power in things 
ſpirituall,as the King had in things temporal, and that it was 
fir there ſhould be one King for the temporall, & another for 
the ſpirituall. They were condemned 8 executed as traytors 
2nd rebels, bcing ryed to a ſtake and pulled in diverſe parts 
- of their badies witty hot pincers for an houre and more, and 
then ſtricken inthe heart witha dagger, Kreghting ſuffered the 
like death. John of Leydenſhewed a great conſtancy, if perfift- 

| inginenil may be called ſoyor bing arte ke, brain 
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his ſentenee read, he maintained that he had indeed offended 
the Magiſtrate, but that he had nor offended God. Aﬀer theit: 
death they were pur in-iron cages and hanged to a high 
ſteeple of Saint Lambart,lohn of. Leyden hanging higher than 
the ewo others, 2 is hoy fin po Ge 7 27 

So died that _—_y King'of juſtice by tite hand of ju-- 
ſtice, inthe firſt-yeer of his raigne, being but fix and twenty 
yeares of age, and there was an end of his Kingdome and his 
Propheſics : He was of a faire proportion, of an awfulband 
yet lovely- preſence, of a preſent wit and ſtrong judgement; 
cloquent, artificiall, cloſe, pollitique,;; All the Prophets and 
Anabaptiſts of Munſter were fooles: but he, and he made ufc 
of their folly to ſerve his own ambition, which aſpired to no 
leſle than the dominion of the world. He 'was-indeed a dan- 
gerons inſtrument of Satan, likely to have made a fearfull re- 
volution, and planted .a- new Monarchy.in the weſt efthe 
world , for all the commons in a manner of Germany, Low- 
countries, Moravia, Suitzerland, and other Regions in all like- 
lyhood would had joyned with him, if he could once have 
come-out- of Munſter, as it may appeare by the Chaprers- 
following; +7574 bool hl; 4 nh 5 AW MS 


<_—_ 


Cuxe. V.. 
The tumults of the Anabaptiſts i» Low Germany. 


He Anabaptiſts that made themſelves maſters of Munſter- 

were deboyſhed tradeſmen of Hollandand FriJe; and 

| there during the troubles of Munſter, the ſame ſpirit was 
working with efficacy in the children of Rebellion : . They 

had like projets, bur worſe ſuceeſſe. 

In February 15 34. ſome of them railing a ſedition ar os 

Hag 
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Haghe were apprehended and pur to death. In March, letters An.r5;5. 


came from the Emperour Charles the fifth, who was Lord of 
the Low-Covuntries, offcring a free pardon to all of that ſe, 
thar would withina fortnight, repent and confeſle their er- 
rour, commanding withall that all-perſons perfiſting in-thar 
fe&t ſhould be ſeverely puniſhr according ro the Lawes. Yer 
the ſame month a great multitude of Anabapriſts with their 
wives and children, leaving all their eſtates, but what th 
could carry in money, offered to go overto Overiſſell wi 
ewelve ſhips,and. being asked whicher they went, they ſaid 
they went to ſeek ſuch land as God would give them , Bur 
they were ſtayed, the Secretary ofthe Haghe being ſenrin 
time to Amſterdam by the Emperour to diGech a conveni- 
ent number of ſhips to fight with them, unleſſe they disban- 
ded and returned homczit is like they were going to. Munſter, 
the Sion of the Anabaptiſts. 

This reſtraint made them more fierce, like a-ſtream that 
ſwels when ir is ſtopt: for the next day at noon five Anabap- 
tiſts came naked through the ſtreets with ſwords in their 
hands, crying 1» the name of the Lord, The bleſing of God lyeth 
upon one part of the City, and his curſe on the other. They were 
ſoon:followed with others in armes, and the Magiſtrate rai- 
ſedin all haſt ſome companies of Archers ro oppoſe them 
The Authors of the {edition were taken, and all was quiet 
for that time. 

T he ſame day, ſuch another ſedition was raiſcd at Harlem 
in which fixe 4&wabapriſts were lain, and two at the Haghe 
were executed for the like cauſe ; Shortly after, ſixc of the 
moſt {editious were burnt at Harlem, andtwo women 
drowned. 

In May following, letters from ww -were read inthe 
Counſcll of Amſterdam,giving vvarning of a plot of the Ana. 
baptiſts,both of Frize. and other parts, to meet in Amſterdam 
-vpon.4 certain: day, and -miake: rhemſclves. maſters ofthe 
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Towne, Preſently the Magiſtrates raiſed the trained bands of 
the City, and made then ſtand in 'armes aboiit the Town- 
houſe, while they rſate in Conncelt ; then a Proclamation 
was ſent forth that none inthe Ciry upon pain of death 
ſhould harbourany ſtranger Anabapriſt; and that all the Ana- 
baptiſisthat were inthe City ſhould -voyd ir before five of the 
clock in the'afternoone ; That whoſoever ſhould ſtay after 
thattime, ſhould be putto death, without any remiſſion. To- 
wards nightrhe Magiſtrates ſent to ſearch all the houſes,and 
rooke twenty of them; Foure dayes after the Count of 
-Hachſtrat, Govenour of Holland, came'inro- the City with 
great part of the Counfell of Holland;and then eleven of the 
Anabapiiſls were beheaded, and: four burnealive; Thirty 
fix of thar ſe having abyured it, were condemned to walk 
in proceſſion barchead and barefoot wich white ſheets a- 
bour them, and burning torchesin their hands';. Beforc the 
moneth was ended,” more were'found, and more executed, 
Nine beheaded, and four barnt,nothing bur fire and ſword 
could reprefle the feditious fury of that fanarticall ſe, 
About this time two Prophets of Munſter, lames of Kemp, 
& lohs Mathias of Midleborough, were {cnt by 10hn of Leyden 
into Holland,to raife there a party for him , lawes of Kemp he 
had made Governour of Amſterdam, where he had as much 
right ro command , as in Munſter. Their comming to Am- 
ſterdam raiſed new tumults, which cauſed the Earle of Hoch- 
fra, toreturnein September, to confirme the people in the 
Emperours obedience : In his way he viſitedsLeyden, Harlem, 
and Dei and having called. the Burgeſfles of the Cities, he 
concluded the deſtruction of all che Anabapriſts. Being come 
ro Amſterdam, he ſent for the Magiſtrates, chid them grie- 
youſly for bcing+too. remifſe in' executions, *and-preſently 
committed rwo noted Anabeprifts , Upon which a rumour 
—_— the Ciry; that rhe night-afecr, rwo hundred 
ould betaken and ſent bound to xhe Heghe, there tobee 
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exectted,a great multitude aroſe rowards night, and ſtood in 
arms about the town houſe , the Magiſtrates raiſed the wn 
-ned bands, and came reſolved to fall uponrthem, bur bloud- 
ſhed was prevented by the wiſe and moderate counſell of 
two of the beſt , who undertooke to ſend them home wirh 
good words, and fſothcy did , for having asked them why 
they aſſembled rhemſclves in the night in ſuch a tumultuoys 
manner, the Anabaptifts anſwered that they would not be 
raken ſleeping in their beds ; the Magiſtrates promiſed upon 
their faith and credir, that they ſhould receive no harme, 
and ſo they were quiered and disbanded : Bur this uproare 
did ſo fright the Count of Hochſtrar, that he withdrew hitm- 
ſelfe preſently. 

All theſe were but preludes to a greater miſchtef, wrought 
chiefly by that pernitious inſtrument lames of Kemp,who lay 
hidin Amſterdam fix months, a pearing only in the nighr, 
ro keep convenricles — the people : Herein hewas 
ſtrongly ſeconded by hn Geles,ſent by 1ohn of Leyden,to be 
a leader ofthe wandring brethren to cAnnfer,as we ſaid be- 
fore, and that expeCtation made Munſter hold ſo long. 

Bur 7ohn Geles being come to Frize and Holland, found no 
wandering Iſrael in the deſart, as it was reported in Munſter, 
wherefore he wentto the Ciries,where he made a great par- 
ty, and cauſed ſeverall inſurreRions,and yet was not ſeen in 


7 for along time. {4 {9 /ac4 #5 tid Klhors ily ous ch Couk 
n lanwary 1535. it was diſcovered that the Anabaptiſts An.rs; 


had aplotro ſet co on fire by night,and although timely 
notice was given, fire was {ct in ſeverall places of the town; 
the houſes were ſearched, and the heads of the conſpiracy 
were taken together fn one houſe, fifteene mien and five wo- 
men,the men wete beheaded, the women drowned. 
The next month the Anabepriſts mw a mad pranke in 
Amſterdam, in a womans houſe, whoſc husband was gone to 
the Weſt Indies; feven men =o five women of thar ſe had 
Sl Þ3 3 2 
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a meeting. One of them Theodoret a Taylor, who bore him- 
{elf for a Propher, fell flat to the ground, and praycd with 
Tuch vehemency, that he ſcared allthe affiſtants our of their 
. wits: Thenrifing,as it were out of an extaſie, L have.ſcen(ſaid 
he)God in his Majeſty,and have ſpoken with him,I was rapt/ 
up to heaven, thenlI deſcended into hell, and there ſearched 
every corner; the great day of the laſt judgement is coming } 
. & thou(ſpeaking to one of the company )art curſed for ever, 
thou art not good cnough-for hell, thou ſhalt be caſt into the 
' botromleſſe pir.- Then the poor condemned man, fell on his 
"knees, craving pardon,and-the Prophet pardoned him;8 an- 
'nounced-him a full remifhon of all his ſins. Again in the nigh 
they met in the ſame place, the women having left their huſ- 
_bands a bed. After four hours ſpent in prayer and teaching, 
'the Prophet bearmed, Cap 4 pea (for in theſe Canonicall 
robes he preached) firſt, pur off his head-picce, then his corſ- 
"Jer, then bis fwerd,then his garments,and his very. ſhirt, and 
'throweth all intothe fire : then he. commanded the compa- 
ny in authority of a Prophet to dothe:like, and: fo they did, 
women and all, leaving.not ſo,much asa hair-lace rotye up 
their ſcattered haire, no covering ho tic:body, no fhelter ro 
ſhame; for ſo was the Prophets p aſufe,char they ſhould caſt 
away al that came out ofthe ca OOO it as a ſacrifice of 
ſweet Tavonr unto God: yet ya may. think that the burning of 
fo many clothes, yiclded no very iweet lavour;& it was ſuch 
that ic awaked the Miſtris of he houſe,thar knew nothing of 
this meeting , and made hep rife to ſeek where the burning 
was, for that ſmell made-her afraid that the firc was in her 
ſhop,which was of woollen drapery:being come to the place 
-ſhe ſaw eleven naked bodies, and theProphet.commanded 
her eo put off her clothes, and ſer themin the fire, which 
did: then the Prophet commanded them all to follow him, . 
and do as he would do, and fo ruſhed into the ſtreer, ſtark- 
naked,and all his diſciples after him,running and Er gnory 
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ribly rhrough the town; woe,woe,woe,the divine vengeance, 
the divine vengeance : Whereby they put the whole town in 
anuproar,the people thinking that the town was ſurprized by 
ſome enemy,they were al taken bur one woman thart flipr our 
of the way, and were broughrto the Magiſtrate, and as they 
ſtood naked ina full court, they could never be perſwaded 
neither by commands, nor threatnings, to put on garments, 
which were offered them;ſaying, that they muſt have no co- 
vering,for they were the naked truth. Theywere kept a while 
in prifon till the great conſpiracy,two months after,and then 
were excuuted : the Miſtris of the houſe where the conven- 
ticle was kept, was hanged before her own dooxres. 

In March,a thouſand men of that ſe&,came out of Hainavlt 
tro Holland,and were repulſed intime before- they gathered 
more ſtrength. | 

The ſame month, three hundred Anabaprifts fell upon the 
Monaſtery of Belſwerd in Frize, 'rifled it, pulled down the 
Church, and'rrampled the Euchariſt under their feer. George 
Shenk-a great man of Frie,hearing of it gathered preſently a 
conſiderable number of his tenants and neighbours, and mer 
the Rebels,offering impunity to all bur ten. They anſwered 
that they would all liveand dic together,and ſo they did; for 
they endured a fiege in the ruines of the Monaſtery, where 
they were all killed;or taken, and executed after,ſaving only 
threeſcore and two men that fled. | 

The frequent ſeditions in all parts of Hoffandwere hardly 
repreſt with frequent executions,for 1ohn.Geles was raifing ſc- 
ditions from city to city,to frame a party. for his'King.A cun- 
ning plocting proje&or he was, and by his leading the Mona- 
ſtery of Bolſwerd was taken; his intent was to go with his troop 
to Munfter,8 gather more ſtrength as he went:Bur being de- 
feared by George Shenk, he fled to /mſterdam, changed his 
name,and went for a Merchant, For by the ſeverall con fefli- 
ons of many that were executed for ſedirion,the name ofGe/es 
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was-knawi, 8& grown famous for the prime author of all the. 
fafions of Holland and Frige, © | 

In that City he found many fir ſubje&s for his deluſtons, 
ro whom he; gold wonders of the new Kiagdome of righte- 
oulneſle at Mwyſter, their liberty of life , gheir pillaging of 
Chucches, and enriching themſelves with the ſubſtance of 
the ungodly, and of the great defignes of their King,and the 
prophelies of the propagation of his Kingdome in the world, 
+ By ſuch diſcourſes he filled the minds of the people with 
a frantique zeale, and made them long to be fingering of the 
Chalices & Plates of Churches, & rob-the Silver and Gold 
of the Egyptians. There was then one Henry Goetbelit in the 
rown,. a proper-ſtrong man, that had much followed the 
wars,and had got a great reputation of valour : this man was 
won by the Anabaptiſts, and made by Geles his aflociate 
_ .and partner of all his councels. 

And becauſe Gelcs was in great fear to be known by his 
rightname(for the only changing of his name by the laws of 
the Countrey. was puniſhable by death)he was perſwaded by 
his friends to gotothe Court of Brabart,8& there confefle his 
fault, and buy his pardon (which he might well, for he had 
brought a uu ſumme. of money out of Munſter ) and then 
returne and converſe freely and openly, with his own 
natnc,and have more liberty and opportunity to bring his de- 
fignes to ation, - hs 

-He went then to the Court, where Queen Mayy of Portu- 
gall, faſter to Charles the fifth, was Governeſle of the ſeven- 
rcen Provinces, and ſped fo well, that-not only he obtained 
his pardon, but got a great truſt in the Caurt,, promiſing to 
deliver the Ciry of Munſterto the Emperour, To that effect 
hegot a commiſſion-under the great Sealc, with good ſum 
of money, to leavy: {ouldicrs fohar ſervice. : 

Having thus cozentd the Coutt, he recurned to Amſterdam, 

rhe 
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racozcn the Magiſtrates, who feeing his commiſſion, and., 
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the grearneſſe- of the defigne, would emulate the truſt 


ſed upon him by their Superiors; andſhewed him muchfa- 


your, hetook his lodging in the Spaniſh ordinary, conſorted 


with men of that nation and Religion, gave fair words to 
all, which made the Magiſtrates ſecure, and ' himſelf un- 
ſufferable. 7 « 

He made ſuch uſe of that liberty, that in a ſhort time ke 
had contrived a moſt policique eaterpriſe, ro make himſelf 
Maſter ofthe City. In a night meeting, he announced to his 
brother-hood the Oracle of Henry Hilwuerſam, that God had 

ivento the King of Sion z' Amſterdam, Weſell, and Daventer, 

or the firſt fruirs of his raign over the world, perſwading 
them, that to invade Amſterdaw was an.cafie matter, having 
ro. do with a few idle bellies, and that they had a fair op- 
portunity at hand, to kill them all rogether in the town- 
Fouſe, the twelfth of the inſtant May, a day kept feſtivall by 
ancient cuſtom, by the ſociety of the Croſſe, who uſed to 
make a.great feaſt ar night in the rown-houfe, and invite all 
the Magiſtrates, and men of meansof the City, and therero 
ſpend moſt-part of the night in drinking, and looking upon 

reworks : That day then was defigned for the enterpriſe 


_ andtheirenemies noted and deſigned for the ſlaughter, an 


the richeſt houſesalready ſhared among then: they appoin- 
ted for the ſignall of their rifing, the: ringing of the bell-in the 
rown-houſe : Before they parted, John Geles gave toevery one 
a Ducar for a bond of ſociety and ſecrecy. He and Henry 
Goethelist wereto be the leaders. 

The appointed night being come, ſome Anabaptits were 
up before the fignall, which the reſt looking for, ſtayed ſo 
long that the enterpriſe was diſappointed , forthe ſame da 
the bellrope was taken our of the way bya drunken fellow, 
yet by an admirable providenceof God, watching for the 


| laferyofthe Cury, and ſo there was noringing, and no great 


meeting: The Magiltrates and the ſociety of the Croſſe, 
G hearing 


hearing that the! ,lmcbaprofts were! up in armes, left their 
4 13G went hogje.. exthe Magiſhzares were {0 long con- 
plcing, that they were almoſt ſurpriſed by their enemies, who 
ruſhe] with colours flying and drums beating, into the rown- 
houſe.and killed ſome of the Sergeants and waiters, and made 
the maſters that went before, to go out of their Aldermmns 
pace. to ſave their lives. : Then coming to the great place 
where: the bonefires were burning, they overthrew them, 
that they. might give more terrour, -and ſhoot undiſcerned 
upen the anulti -they-killed many in the dark with bul- 
lets, . which they, had-poiſoned for fear of failing, and the 
Burgmaſter Peter Colin: being come to encounter them with 
a troop of Citizens, was by them ſlain, and his men put ro 
| fight, Thenone'Go/wimaman of greatautherity inthe Ciry, 
and. one that, had yalout' and-skill in war, commanded-that 
the ſtreets: ſhould be ſtopt with grear ſacks of Hops, heaped 
up to be inſtead of gabions, againſt the (hor of the Anabaprifts : 
And. becauſe he truſted not in the fearfull and unexperien- 
ced_ Citizens, he:calied) volunteers, -ro whom he promis'd a 
moneths pay for. that daies ſervice; by that means he got 
many that had ſeen warre before, and made a. gallant 

com , 
-.'The night being'dark, he could attempt nothing till day, 
only he took an order that all thewayes to the marker place 
(where the _Unaboptifts Rood in armes) ſhould be ſtopr, and 
that the reſt of the people ſhould keep at home withour 
noiſe : this order frighted the Anabeptiits, ſeeing no hope to 
he aſſiſted bytheir brethren, who for wart of the ſiznall of the 
| helt were nor come, and now it was too late for them to come, 
the waics being ſtopt, and haying loſt the firſt opportunity 
_ of the fright of the people, who now were come tothem- 
ſelves, and ſtood upon their defence. Then Goethelit (aid ro 
Geles, this was my-fear, that beginning this enterpriſe with 
ſo few. we ſhould come ſhort: of x. (for they were not above- 
| forty) | 
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forty ) now all that we have todo:is to die like'men.. Nay 
( ſaid Geles ) if you will beleeve a Prophet, we ſhall be maſters 
of the City before ro morrow ten of the clock : then they 
ſung Pſalmes all nighr, at the break'ot day, the people per 
ceiving thew, began to ſhoot art them, which made them 
retire intothe rown-houſe, and there keep ſtrong ; the _ 
ple brought ordinance before it, and were ready to have bat 
rered it down, but Geſwin would tfy fiſt to aflault the door, 
which was done with effe&, although the 4#4baptits fought 
« our ſtoutly, and bur twelve of them were taken, the reſt 
were killd and Goethelit one of them. John Geler that would by 
any means cozen the hangman of his fees, gate upon 4 little 
Reeple where the rown bell hung, ahd-gave a fair mark to 
the fouldiers below, who ſhot him thorow,, whereof hefell 
down dead into the place. Thepriſaners were executed and 
ſome more of the town, and ſome. living without the gares, 
who hearing ſhooting of guns, were come to pillage the 
Ciry,ſuppofing that ic wastaken, Two women were hanged, 
and two drowned for poiſoning . the bullers, many more 
ſince were executed, and amongſt others, ſome of thoſe that 
danced that Antique Mafque ot taked men and wornen, and 
a woman and her-ſonne, for receiving Jawes of Xemp, con- 
trary tothe order of the Magiſtrate. - For'it had been proclai- 
med inthe rown;- that whoſoever thould'harbedr him, and 
not diſcover him before night; ſhould be hanged: at his door, 
. bur he that ſhould diſcover him ſhould have a great rewa 
He was found hid m:a heap of tarves;| and executed with ig- 
nominy,  haying-«two horned miter on his bead; becauſe tis 
playedthe Bifhop. - His tongue wascut off,, wherewirts he had 
preached ſedition, and his hand wherewith he baptized with- 
out authority. 

A little before the great plot, fourteen had conſpired, 
when 2a ſolemn proceſhon ſhould go over the bridge, to 
throw the Euchariſt and them thar carried it, down the bridge 
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into; the water, the plot- was deteted and the Authours 
Executed. | 

John Geles had warned three hundred men of !ſe/fwin, to 
meet himat LAmferdem, three or four daies attertheinten- 
ded! enterprize, intending with that. guriſon to keep the 
towns They came near-ir,'but hearing how matters wenr 
with thcir brethren, they diſperſed themſelves preſently, and 
eturned home by ſeycrall waies: He had appointed more 
to was from ſeverall places, to come at a certain day 
but they hearing the il] ſyccefſe. of their tribe, rooke their 
way into Englazd, intwo ſhips, and here it ſeemeth they have 
ftayedever fince. wa) nets wn nphens 9953 94 x; 
And now the heatt-of rhat fation was broken inall the 

Law Conntries, for:they [left nor ſarching/and execuiing, in 
every cityz till-all that:generation was exiin@t or brought ſo 
low.that they left plotting. Ten years after, ſome reliques 
ofthat fation.would offer to ftir at Zeydem, the authors being 

kenandexamined, confeft that rhe _Anabaptifts had cho- 
Fa a King: who' was not crowned yct, and was to ſucceed 
lobn of Leyden, and another to be his high Treafurer,and' 
that both were at Ferecht, ' Both were apprehended, and kept 
ſome moncths inpriſon. Among other cxploits of 'that ele- 
Red King, be had brought his wife into: a wood, and there 
killed ker, ghar 'withourifiterruption he might lye with her 
_ daughter, and had htely:.cut a young wenches throat leaft 
ſhe ſhould dere& him; good: tore of Plate was found in his 
houſe,moſt of id Church-Plare : Ic feems-rhat party began to 
make a ftock for a tiew 'Kingdomy the King and his\Trea-! 
furcrwete burnt, Thaewasthe-laft ſpark of that faRion ill 
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Cuay,. VI. 
of the Anabaptiſts of Suitzerland, and other places. 


"= South of Germany, was not free from that ſe, ar 
Zurick they began to picke a quarrcll with Miniſters, 
who did their beſt to reduce them with reaſon and mild. 
neſſe: for eight ornine weeks together, they conferred with 
themevery tueſday, and being overcomein diſpute, they fled 
to revelations, their ordinary ſanuary, falling into a trance 
before the company, and when they waked out of it, ſaying 
that they had a revelation thatthe doctrine of Zuinglize was 
damnable, and Anabaptiſare holy, and that the day of judge- 
ment ſhould be within ewo years. Dayly they propheeyed 
in the market place, girded about with'a rope, or a weeth, 
calling the chief Miniſter of the place ( 7obn Gafio) the anci-- 
ent dragon, and his Colleagues the heads of the Dragon; 
boaſting of their holinefle ( which conſiſted much inthe rea- 
ching the rich men community of goods ) and crying in the 
ſtreets Woe, woe, woe, to the City of 7#rick; ſome went ſo- 
far, as to give forty daiestime to urick, as 1onas did to Nine- 
| ve, after which it muſt be deſtroyed.  Afﬀera long patience: 
| ofthe Magiſtrate, they were put in priſon, where they were 
| din convented in conference 'by the Miniſters, and many 
times conducted by their keeperstoa publike meeting where 
alt the people might hear the conference, Finding them- 
felves ſhort of reaſon and confated by. Scripture, they would 
anſwer,that what they could not prove by reaſon and Scrip- 
ture, they would prove by their bloud, Thus ten conferen- 
ces'fyere held, and two of them inthe Church, every confe- 

e laſting three daies, where =y got ſo muchdiſcredit 
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to their cauſe, that 'the number of their ſearies decreaſed 
much, and the Senate proclaimed, that it any ſhould rebap- 
tize ſuch as were baptized already, he ſhould be drowned. 
And ſo, many were baptized thethird time, and Zurick was 
in peace. | | 
- The Genius of thar ſet was every where alike, for they 
went from city to city where they heard that reformation 
was received, (not to any Popiſh town) and whereſoever 
they came, they preſently troubled the State, and filled all 
with clamour and ſedition. By them was the town of Wal7ut 
miſerably ranſacked, and all the Inhabitants driven away out 
of their poſſeſſions: The like they were like to have done at 
. Wormes, at Ausbwrg, at Baell,at Shafuſe, at Berne,at Lucerna, at 
Puſſaw ;,.1 will not weary the reader with all theſe paſlages, 
their ations at Mwnſter and 4mfterdam, are ſufficient to give 
a Character of that ſe, and I aim at no more, Crimine ab 
uno, diſce omwnes ; 1 will adde but a few more of their maximes, 
and ſome paſlages of their behaviour; obſerving noorder of 
tiine,for my authours obſerve none. | 
It was their conſtant dodrine every where, that women 
"_ muſt becommon. Three reaſons they had well worthy to be 
i.1. con. [egitred-to poſterity, to perſwade honeſt women to proſti- 
7s C's. tate their bodies," it they would be ſaved. The firſt was,that 
4/4. Chriſtians muſt renounce thoſethings which.they love beſt ; 
and therefore women muſt renounce their beloved honeſty, 
The ſecond, that for Chriſts ſake we uſt undergo any kinde 
of nfamy : The thitd reaſon was, that the Publicans and 
harlots ſhall -go before the Phariſees in the Kingdom -of 
heaven. Lying with other women then their wives,they cal- 
led ſpirituall marriages, and under that title they would-lye 
with neeces and ſiſters. With that dedrin they had ſeduced 
 .4;, [WO (iſters, maidens at Saint Gall by Zarick;, As ſoon as the 
1.p.21, Were rebaptized they being abed, two fpirituall husbands 
cametothemand lay withthem, bur with ſuch fervent ſpiris 
| that 


that-they brake the bottome of the bed-ftead out; rhenoi'e 
 whereofawaked the people of the houſe, who coming up in 
hafte found two ſpirituall weddings in one broken bed. 
They had a main reaſon for community of women, that as 
Chriſtians are all one ſpirit, they mult alſo be all one body, 


held the ſame doQtrine, as their dorine of rebaptizing ſeem- 
«th to be an offering of the old Hemerobaptifte, *that were 


S Gall, before they were Anabaptiits, had been much (ollici- 
ted, and could never be wonne, till they were perſwaded tobe 
whores for conſ{cienee fake. :.... + pas __ 
, Inthefame town, ohe of that ſe, being in-his Propheti- 
call mood, called his farher, mother, brother, and ſiſters, 
commanded his brother to kneel down, and then he cut off his. 
head with one blow, which done, the will of God is done, 
ſaid he, and ran out of doors to the Burgmaſter, ro whom he 
faid, [announce unto thee the day of the Lord, meaning the 
day of Aſcention at hand, in the year 1541. A day, which two: 
years before they had foretold thould be the & of judge- 
ment ; But the Burgmaſter announced him his day of judge- 
ment, and he was executed as he deſerved. | 
It were an endlefle task to rehearſe their ſeverall errours, 
) which becauſe all among them were preachers, could not bur 
| multiply i» infinitum : They held among other things that 
rebaptized men cannot finne, becauſe they are Gods chil- 
dren, that ail Miniſters that hold Church livings, are from: 
the Devil :*; Thatthe Apoſtles had nothing proper, but went- 
from houfe to houſe, ſome would ſay that they had no need 
of the Lords Prayer, becauſe they prayed by the Spirit; ma- 
ny denyed the God-head of Chriſt, and for rhat-rwo were 
executed at: Neufcafle, In Moravia eſpecially that opinion 
was received, which country becauſe. of the looſenefle of 
the- 


of the Anabaptiſſs. Fl 


which it ſeemeth they had learned of the Carporratians, * who «rpilibe 
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the government, ſwarmed with Anabaptifts, and was cryed 
up by the SeQaries of SwitJerland, and upper Germany, Bo a 
land of promiſe, and thither many of them removed their 
houſhold, when they tound themſelves repreft. 

One of them committed a notable impoſture, the nighr 
time he puta great number of fiſhes ina foul puddle where 
the people uſed to wafh horſes, and inthe morning he pro- 
pheſied, thus faith the Lord, caſt nets in this puddleand you 
ſhall ger good fiſh, athing incredible, for never any fiſh was 
ſcenthere.” Butt his word, his diſciples caſt the ner, and en- 
cloſed multitude of fiſhes, ſorhat the net brake. Thus the 
profane raskall would imitate the miracle of Chriſt, and 
Godin hisanger gave efficacy of errour to thar falſe miracle 
which deceived many: 7 * en Cons Mi SR Be. 

By Baſel there was an uproar of ſome villages who would 
have three things, aboliſh all tithes, pull down all Magi- 

- ſtrates, and kill all the ungodly, but they were ſtopt in time, 
and disbanded and fined. The ground of theſe atrempts of 
the dang in fo many places, was a dream they hadofa 
remporall Kingdome of Chriſt, with whom all the Godly 
ſhould raign in earth without any . infirmity. of body or 
ſoul, all Gods enemies being deſtroyed firſt, for all Anabap- 
tits were and are ſtill Chiliaſts, expounding literally that 
Kingdome. of a thouſand years, of Revel.20.6. to beatem- 
porall Kingdome. That fancy put many of them our of their 
- wits, all the hiſtories that ſpeak of them, relate many exam- 
ples of their looking ſeriouſly for the coming of the Lord 
upon ſuch a night, being warned by revelation, which made 
chem faſt and pray that nighr, and put all their bufineſſes our 
of order. 

Much conference they had with the. Angell Gabriel, and 
oneof their women, a very poor one, ſaw him to her think- 
ing, ina viſion, bidding her to lay the cloth and invite her 
neighbour:, and that God wonld ſend her Manna and quails 
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from heaven and chat her table ſhould (Haw with tmiſke vid 
honey, Inthat confidence ſhe laid the cloathand' invited hey 
beurs,who were {o fillyasro came; Then'the goed wo- 
man fellto prayers,co ferck Manna and quailes from hewye 
| butoone came;d&the nejighbours put up their knlves;and 4y 
bore having had long graces, but nonhears. - Anorhet wo- 
man hed « revelation that God: would | kvepe | her alive wir 
anmiandre hed cath, WOT: Oka" Mu acai anrhd PC 
Under pretence af chu innocency, they cha6 
mad pranks, one having; kept. his mares daa/] de mired 
daics, owred-ir'into the ſtreer; und-thrned himfelf naked 
imoir, Co for hisreaſon, that unlefſe webe madetlihe lit- 
tle children, we camot enter intorhe Kingdome of heay 
Others forthefamereafon, would ride naked upoti fticks and 
hobby hovfes like children, in great companies, and wometr 
ouls runnaked with them, andthen in p:2:2 innoeency they 
lay roginher, "3 gred-f0 in the end it proved —_—_ play 
indoed. .' arte Saffer mn 21t HE ke (5 
' Mad fonts might have been ſaffred or. repreſt with: il 
cones, bur their general deſign © pul down all Magiſtrares, 
and kif{albche SIT is,all that wers none of their ſe, 
provoked the juſt ſeverity of the Princes 8 commonweakhs 
2gainft chem ,_ for'20. years, many thouſands of them 
were killed, burned, and drowned, tilſ their r&liques wee n 
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”. verycitin Fuelend, though nor perhaps inone entire body, 
I bu; oe eons loch limbs of 4ſcyrras 1 hork agen. 
nat ot dnaberifmt, and there another y yet no (o ſcattered: 
- but they meet inone head, which is the harred of all rule: 
Markethe end: of: the-preſent diſtempers; without Prophe- 
jcall {pirie,this L will make bold co torerell, what rule ſoever 
Up wile and pious Parliamenc ſhall fir, ic will nor ſer bounds 
.to:the unquict ſpirit of a [awleſſe generation, which is now 
crying; let Chrilk rule, becauſe they would have norule : It is 
ſo much the milrule of hn ry m6 that they ftrike ar, 
dt have a quarrell-at all - Rule isthat they fear, ſer 
any rule-in the Church, they will: call ic perſecution: And 
they do not. mince it, they ſay openly that therefore _ 
diſlike ſome things' commanded, becauſe: they are impoſed, 
Isnotthm:; the very kaven of the Prophets of Xwwnſfter, and 
Amiterdans? . 0 of 6d #1 [V5 | To bg Ss 
. Topalle from that head of Anabapriſaee tothe limbs, mil- 
Ienarics age moſt frequent with us 5 menthat lookefor a tem« 
| Kingdome of Chriſt, that muſt begin preſently, and 
alt a thouſand yeares, Ot chat opinion are moſt of our Apo-- 
calypricall men, that ſtudy more the future events, than their 
preſent duty ang are more tuled by Propheſies than precepts. 
" This aneh/ is molt dangers for all ſtares, for to promote 
that Kingdom of Chriſt,they reach thatall che ungodly muſt 
be killed, that che wicked have no 7: ie their eſtates, 
and that now the promiſe muſt be fulfilled; that the meeke 
ſhall inherirche earth. This dotrine filleth the ſimple people 
with 2 furious and unnaturall zeal, which breathes nothing: 
but fire and ſword, and makeththem looke upon their coun- 
try men, with ſuch an eyeas the Anabaptiſts caſt upon Mun- 
fter, when they came. firſt into ir, a malignant and.covetous 
ee Meady deleningtheir prey,, and marking, the-richto fij- 
neand deſtracign, God fave us from a reformaridn wrought 
by witltirade miſled' with a franticke zeal, and hy DG ; 
1-1 atioris, 
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their houſes, they ſhall be ſure co-be raken for limbs of the 
| - Antichriſt, and all the good rowns of the Kingdonne ſhall bei 

. reformed like Mu»fter and — 

- Another main peece of Anabepriſme, is that over great con- 
fidence that many have, that they are ruled by the ſpirit, 
which maketh them deſpiſe all ordinary calling tothe Mini- 
ſtery, all wricten prayers, all helps of ſtudy, all reaſon and 
 goodcaunſell; Why? all theſe binde the Spirit,who bloweth: 

whete heliſteth, and ſome begin to muke conſcience to heat 
and ſing Plalms,becaulethey are writcen prayers, vlrch binde 
the (piric, chuſing rather tocondemnthe Word of God than 
their own inventions z as he that would not beleeve the ſunne, - 
becauſe it agreed not with his watch. I expe& char ſome will 
ſay with 7ohn of Leyden, thatifthe Word of God were loſt, 
they might ſoon ſupply it with another: - 

Likewiſethis ordinary | pens, 191+ ſaying of theirs, be in 
Chriſt,and-fin if thoucanſt,meaning thar regenerate men can- 
not fin, is the very dodrine of the Anabeptiſts ; and ſotheſe 
maximes, that.to take the Communion where there is4 pro- 
tane perſon, is to. partake with his. profaneſſe. That the 
Lords Prayer was never taught to be ſaid, that the Goſpell 
was never purely t1ughe, fince the Apoſtles, till the laſt Re- 
formation z That whoſoever hath a gift may reach withour 
any calling ; that diſtintion between Clergy and Laity is 
' only forthe Kingdome of the Antichriſt. Thara liberty of 
Propheeying muſt beallowed, that diſtinQion of pariſhes is 
Antichriſtian, that Miniſters of Gods Word ſhould rule both 
the ſpirituall and the tempora!l, that allhumane Laws.,muſt 
be aboliſhed, and all policiesof States muſt be raken our ofthe 
Word of God, and all difterents. berween parties judged 
out of the word of God only. Alltheſe are Sions of thar ftock 
of Anabaptiſme, that was tranſplanted out of Holland in the 
year 1535, whentwo. ſhips laden with: Anabapriſts, fled into 
bh: England 
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